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Rotary International News -- 6 May 2009   Dear Rotarians:   

Iôm happy to report moderate improvement in Rotaryôs financial situation since my last letter on this subject on 2 April. 
Both Rotary International and The Rotary Foundation saw positive investment results in March and April, marking the 

first consecutive two-month period of growth this fiscal year. As a result, our investment losses have dropped from 
US$26 million recorded through February to $18 million as of 30 April for RI and from $222 million to $187 million for 

the Foundation. Most of the year-to-date losses remain unrealized and should reverse as the markets recover. 

Revenues from club dues remain slightly ahead of budget, and total contributions to the Foundation are comparable to 
last year. However, a dramatic shift in current fund contributions from the Annual Programs Fund to PolioPlus in 

response to Rotaryôs US$200 Million Challenge has reduced the Foundationôs cash available to fund operations. As a 
result, we will soon be selling some investments to pay for the Foundationôs operating expenses.  As mentioned in my 

previous communication, the District Designated Fund remains secure at this time. Also, operating expenses for both RI 
and the Foundation remain favorably below budget in most areas, with these reductions projected to continue through 

the end of the fiscal year.  

In April, the RI Finance Committee thoroughly reviewed our proposed 2009 -10 RI operating budget, which is balanced 
and will tightly control spending. The committee recommended that the RI Board of Directors approve this budget at 

their June meeting. At this time, it is projected that RIôs General Surplus Fund will remain above the 85 percent level 
targeted by the RI Bylaws through 2009 -10. 

Also in April, the Trustees of The Rotary Foundation approved an austere operating budget for fiscal year 2009-10. Read 

a summary here: Chairman Jonathan Majiyagbe's letter. 

For more than 20 years, your Foundation has operated on earnings from Annual Programs Fund investments, enabling 

the Trustees to spend every dollar contributed by Rotarians on humanitarian, educational, and cultural programs and 
program operations. During this period, the Trustees also spent approximately $100 million of investment returns on 

PolioPlus, Childrenôs Opportunities Grants, and other humanitarian programs. However, the current financial situation 
may prevent us from funding the Foundationôs operations in this manner for the next several years. Therefore, at the 

request of the Trustees, Trustee Chair Jonathan Majiyagbe appointed a special committee to develop an equitable and 

effective multiyear plan to restore the Foundationôs reserves. Additionally, the Foundationôs Investment Advisory 
Committee is reviewing the Annual Programs Fund investment policy to ensure that the value of your contributions is 

protected and that the Foundation will have sufficient liquidity to meet program payments and operating expenses.  

Our Foundation has thrived over the past few decades. The growth in our programs is due to your financial support. If 

you have not yet done so, I hope you will join those Rotarians who have made a contribution to the Annual Programs 

Fund by 30 June. Every gift, no matter the amount, counts. Your generosity will make a difference in the 33,000 
communities that Rotary serves.  

More in-depth financial information is available at www.rotary.org/financials. In addition, the annual Treasurerôs Report 
to the Convention will be posted on the RI Web site during the upcoming convention in Birmingham, England, along 

with the General Secretaryôs Report to the Convention, which will provide information on many RI and Rotary 

Foundation activities over the past year. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Ed Futa  

General Secretary  

http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/EducationalPrograms/Announcements/Pages/foundation_funding_annc_6may09.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/financials


FROM THE EDITORôS DESK é 

Dear Readers, 

Time flies! We had just about started ñProfoundò 

with its inaugural issue this Rotary year, and are 

already into the last issue for the current Rotary 

year. 

It has been an enriching experience to gather, and bring to you, 

information from within our District and the world of The Rotary 

Foundation. 

There have been many who have been constant contributors to 

ñProfoundò, and many more who have been providing 

encouraging feedback. ñProfoundò thanks all its contributors, well

-wishers and readers ï and also to all those who continue to do 

their bit for The Rotary Foundation.  

The journey continues é and so does ñProfoundò. Looking 

forward to a new season é and new seasoning! 

Rtn Jeetendra Sharma  
Editor  

This issueôs Rotary Foundation Thought is about 
Every Rotarian, Every Year.  

Every minute of every day someoneôs life is being 
improved by our Rotary Foundation. Wells are 

being dug in India, blind children are using Braille 
typewriters in Brazil, toilets are part of improved 

sanitation in Sri Lanka, and dental treatment is 
available to the needy in Nicaragua. In a world 

where the divide between the haves and have-nots 

is growing, we as Rotarians must do our part and 
ñdo good in the world.ò  

Every Rotarian, every project, and every 

contribution makes a difference every year.  

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION THOUGHT  

RID 3131 GSE TEAM VISIT TO RID 6250, USA  

The 5 member Group Study Exchange Team from our District visited District 

6250, Wisconsin, USA for six weeks in April/May, and had an excellent 

Cultural and Vocational Exchange. 

 

The team got to visit the following places : Madison, Edgerton, Milton, 

Janesville, Edgerton, prairie du Chen, Dubuque, IA, Mall of America MN, 

Wisconsin Rapids, Mt.Horeb, Stoughton, Souk-City. 

 

In addition to visiting the local Rotary Clubs and making presentations, the 

Team made an exclusive presentation on India at the District Conference. 

They also demonstrated the óArt of Rangoliô by drawing the Rotary Theme 

Logo, which drew the admiration of DG Tom Marshal. 

 

 

Team Leader  
Rtn PP Dr. Girish Gune  

Team Members  

PDRR Mr. Devesh Mhatre  

Mrs. Bina Joshi  

Mrs. Padmini Sundaram  

Ms. Radhika Naware  

RID 3131 GSE Team (L to R ï Top Row : Dr. Girish, Padmini, Devesh; Middle Row : Radhika, Bina)  

with Joie Marshal and DG Tom Marshal at the District Conference of RID 6250, Wisconsin Rapids 

Continued on next page ... 

Statistics  

18 Club Interactions  

14 Presentations  

Exclusive Presentation 
at District conference  

48 vocational visits  

1850+ Miles Travel  



Vocational visits were arranged across the District covering Libraries, 

Software companies, Banks, Chambers of Commerce, Museums, 

Community Centers, Universities, Farmers Markets, Botanical Gardens, 

Wineries and Breweries. Visits were also made Historical sites like Effigy 

Mounds and Cave of the Mounds. The Team had a session in Edgewood 

University on Indian Education system, and had a Breakfast meeting with 

the Chancellor of University of WisconsinïLa Crosse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Team Leader Dr. Girish, along with Team members Devesh and Bina, did 

their bit in contributing toward the Community Project called óKids against 

Hungerô. 

 

 

 

 

All Team members actively participated in outdoor excursions - Camping 

and Canoeing at Horicon Marsh, plus Biking and Golfing in Mt.Horeb. The 

Team also got a chance to visit a Norwegian festival at Stoughton, which 

turned out to be an unforgettable experience for every team member.  

 

During their stay, the Team members got to learn about the nice local 

Dishes, and tasted the authentic food of Wisconsin. In reciprocation, the 

Team displayed their culinary skills by cooking Indian delicacies including 

Waran-Bhat, Chicken curry, Indian vegetable dishes, Fish and Prawns, 

Indian Pulao, and Gajar-halwa as dessert for their hosts ï needless to say, 

all of this being relished by all.  

 

Our GSE Team impressed the Clubs and Rotarians of District 6250, and 

was showered with accolades. 

 é Continued from previous page 

Devesh and Bina with John Wong at the Packaging Event of the ñKids 

Against Hungerò Community Project 

GSE Team at Lock and Dam La Crosse, accompanied by  

(L to R) Rtn Mary, Rtn Roger Legrand and Rtn Mike Rip 

GSE Team with RID 6250 GSE Chair Rob Stroud, and Mary Stroud 

Extract of an email communication between Rtn Roth Judd (who led the GSE Team 

of RID 6250 to our District earlier in the year) and Editor Rtn Jeetendra :  

òDistrict 3131 sent a terrific team to 6250.  It was a 

great pleasure to again see Girish, Bina, Radhika, 

Devesh, and Padmini.  Every one of them is a 

wonderful representative of India and of your district.  

3131 can be very proud of them.   

I hope that they have returned with some good stories 

to tell, for example their camping trip.ó 

GSE Team with Rtn. Patric, Professor ï Edgewood University,  

at the University Campus 

Team members braving the weather at Pikes Peak in Priery Do Chen 



FUTURE VISION PILOT DISTRICTS ANNOUNCED  

Rotary International has officially announced the 100 districts selected for the 

Future Vision Plan pilot, which will test a new, streamlined Rotary Foundation 
grant structure. See the list of pilot districts . 

District applications went through a careful and rigorous review process. 

Foundation Trustee Chair Jonathan Majiyagbe and General Secretary Ed Futa 
selected the pilot districts on behalf of the Foundationôs Board of Trustees. 

Participation in the pilot requires a firm, three -year commitment from the district. 
Once a district enters the pilot, it cannot withdraw.  

Representative sampling key in pilot district selection  

District selection was based on a number of factors, including:  

¶ Geographic distribution 

¶ Size, both in terms of number of clubs and number of Rotarians  

¶ Participation in the current Foundation program structure  

¶ Strength of district leadership and committee structure  

¶ Potential for hosting humanitarian projects, scholars, and vocational training teams (based upon 

development needs and institutions for higher learning or vocational training)  

¶ Tiers of Annual Programs Fund  giving 

¶ Handling of stewardship matters 

¶ Number of low-income countries 

Efforts were made to statistically mirror the larger Rotary world. For example, 31 percent of all Rotary districts are in the  
United States, compared to 28 percent of the pilot districts. Latin America has 15 percent of the districts worldwide and 

18 percent of the pilot districts. Close percentage comparisons can be drawn in each of the other selection criteria as 
well. Such a representative sample will ensure that a diverse range of issues are addressed during the pilot and that the 

positive outcomes can be replicated when all districts are participating in the new model.  

Next steps for pilot districts: Forming a leadership team   
By 1 August, participating districts must appoint a district Rotary Foundation committee chair who will serve for the 

three years of the pilot (2010 -13). District governors-elect and incoming district Foundation chairs will then begin the 

process of forming Foundation subcommittees. Read more about the district leadership structure . 

In addition, pilot districts will undergo training in 2009 -10 that will prepare them to work with the new grant structure 

and take on increased responsibility for managing Foundation funds. 

Pilot and nonpilot districts partnerships  

Pilot and nonpilot districts may continue to partner with one another on any existing Foundation project in 2009 -10. For 
new projects during 2010-13, pilot districts must use district grants to partner with nonpilot districts. See examples of 

how pilot and nonpilot districts can work together  (PDF). 

Nonpilot districts   
More than 170 districts that applied for the pilot were not selected. In many cases, difficult choices were made to strike 

a balance that accurately reflects the diversity of the Rotary world.   

Nonpilot districts will continue to operate under the current program structure until the new grant model is implemented 
globally in 2013-14. These districts are encouraged to begin developing larger grant projects in the areas of focus to 

facilitate a seamless transition to the new grant -making model in July 2013. 

All districts will be updated on the pilotôs progress. Nonpilot districts will receive training on the new grant-making model 
in 2012-13. 

Students in Istanbul learn to read and write through a 

Rotary-sponsored program. Basic education and literacy is 

one of the six areas of focus for Rotary Foundation Global 

Grants.  

Rotary Images/Monika Lozinska-Lee 

By Antoinette Tuscano , Rotary International News -- 11 June 2009  

http://www.rotary.org/en/Contribute/Funds/AnnualProgramsFund/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/RunningADistrict/FutureVisionPilotProgram/Pages/fv_dist_leadership_structure.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/RunningADistrict/FutureVisionPilotProgram/Pages/fv_grant_structure.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_pdf/fv_district_partnerships_en.pdf
http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_pdf/fv_district_partnerships_en.pdf
http://www.rotary.org/en/AboutUs/TheRotaryFoundation/FutureVision/Pages/futurevisionfaq.aspx#3


Pakistan's effort to eradicate polio is moving ahead, despite the displacement of 

up to one million people by the military conflict in the country's North -West 
Frontier Province. 

Among the positive developments reported by the World Health Organization: 

¶ As of 19 May, nine immunization teams had vaccinated almost 17,900 

children under age five on the three main transit routes out of the 

conflict zone. 

¶ More than 87,000 displaced people are living in 26 camps in the 

province. Mobile teams have gone tent to tent to immunize 6,890 
children and are deployed at registration points to vaccinate 

newcomers.  

¶ Almost 870,000 people -- about 90 percent of the total displaced 

population -- have registered as living with relatives or friends. 
Immunization teams are being trained to cover communities hosting 

displaced families to ensure that the children are vaccinated against 

polio and receive vitamin A supplements during National Immunization 
Days (NIDs) 28-30 May. Subnational Immunization Days are 

scheduled for 22-24 June. 

WHO officials say it is vital to reach children of displaced families, because access to these children has been hampered 
by the poor security situation in the province.  

To promote the upcoming NIDs, aimed at reaching  33 million children nationally, Rotarians and social workers joined a 

walk against polio in Karachi on 21 May, led by the city's deputy mayor, Nasreen Jalil. 

"After the walk, the deputy mayor gave polio drops to kids and appealed to all citizens to participate," says Aziz Memon, 
a member of the Rotary Club of Karachi, Sind, and past governor of District 3270 (Afghanistan; Pakistan). "Because of 

the presence of the deputy mayor, the event was covered by all print and electronic media and will create a lot of 
awareness." 

LATEST POLIOPLUS CASES & GATES FOUNDATION CHALLENGE  

PAKISTAN MOVES TO EN D POLIO IN THE FACE OF CONFLICT  
By Dan Nixon, Rotary International News -- 27 May 2009   

The latest 2009 figures (as on 5 th June 2009), are 61 wild polio cases  

in India, over 90% in UP and Bihar. Hence the final push against polio 

continues, which means much more funds are required until polio is 

eradicated.  

The Gates Foundation  has contributed USD 355 million  to TRF for 

Polio  and Rotary International  has accepted the challenge  of 

raising USD 200 million  over the next three years for the final fight 

against Polio.  

This amounts to USD 2000 per Rotary Club  per year for the next 

three years. This is the minimum average target for each club. Based on 

the membership numbers, this translates to an average of Rs 2500 per 

member  per year for RID 3131.  

All Rotarians are requested to contribute this minimum amount towards 

this top priority cause of Rotary International. Please use all resources to 

meet this enormous challenge. Kindly contribute generously now. The 

end of polio is within reach today. Let us not fail the future generations.   

Polio Plus Committee  

District 3131  

Rotarians and friends turn out for Karachi's walk against 

polio. Photo courtesy of Aziz Memon 

http://www.who.int/en/


KOREAN, GREEK ROTARI ANS MARK A FIRST IN POLIO ERADICATION  
By Joseph Derr, Rotary International News -- 3 June 2009   A team of Rotarians from Korea and one from Greece became the first from their 

respective countries to volunteer during a National Immunization Day (NID), 
which occurred 1-2 March. 

Working with local teams from numerous agencies, the volunteer groups 

administered drops of oral polio vaccine to children in two regions of Uttar 
Pradesh during a massive immunization campaign that targeted all children under 

age five in the country.  

In Meerut, the 18 -member multidistrict Korean team walked house to house to 
help ensure that every child was immunized. 

Team leaders said that this year's RI theme, Make Dreams Real , was the 

motivation behind volunteering for the event.  

"Taking part in the NID was an extremely rewarding experience for our team. We 
did something very positive and tangible for the final push to eradicate polio 

worldwide," says Ju Hwa Jeong, governor of District 3690, who led the Korean 

volunteers to India. "Our team was pleased to be the first group of Korean 
Rotarians to take this kind of action, inspired by RI President Dong Kurn Lee, who 

has inspired not only Korean Rotarians this year but the worldwide membership to 
eradicate this terrible scourge." 

While the Korean volunteers tackled the streets of Meerut, a 22 -member team from District 2470 (Greece) worked in 

Moradabad and its environs, going door to door to administer vaccine to all young children.  

Greek team leader Hara Papadaki, of the Rotary Club of Pendeli, said one of the most successful moments of the NID 
was when the team immunized 56 children all at once in the Moradabad railway station.  

She said the NID was a once-in-a-lifetime experience. "I am proud for the contribution of Greek Rotarians to the global 

effort for making India a polio -free country."  

Papadaki added that the trip to India would not have been possible without the support of Mary Delivoria, governor of 
District 2470, and Yogesh Mohanji Gupta, governor of District 3100 (India).  

"Until polio is eradicated worldwide, every child remains at risk," said Katerina Kotsali, a member of the  Pendeli club. 

"Though we are close to reaching our goal, we must continue our efforts until each and every child is protected against 
the tragic consequences of this disease." 

Members of an 18-member multidistrict Korean team ad-

minister oral polio vaccine during an NID in Meerut, India. 

Photo courtesy of Yun Jin Lee/The Rotary Korea 

STATE WISE POLIO CASES  


