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MESSAGE FROM RI PRESIDENT  

My wife, Mary, and I have three children and eight grandchildren. Looking 

back on many happy years of raising a family, I recall most clearly the days 

that stood out in some way from the others. I remember the day my son had 

his tonsils out ï and ate a cheeseburger the same night! I remember the 

weddings, the graduations, and the births of each child.  

But when I talk to my children about what they remember of their own 

childhoods, the answers are so surprising. They remember events that Mary 

and I have long forgotten ï the simple moments that happened as part of 

normal life yet still created profound memories. These are the moments that 

define who we are. What we see, what we hear, and what we experience as 

we grow older shape the person we become. Everything we do as parents has 

an impact, whether we realize it at the time or not.  

As Rotarians, we have a similar responsibility to consider the consequences of 

our every action. We cannot predict how significant our words and decisions 

will be. But we do know that everything we say and do has an impact. Our 

responsibility is to ensure that the cumulative effect is a positive one.  

When we give to our Rotary Foundation, we know that the result will be 

positive. When I served as RI president, I saw the truth of this in so many 

ways. The poorest parts of the world are the places where the local clubs 

have the fewest resources. By giving to our Foundation, we bring help to the 

places where Rotary is needed the most ï and fulfill the Foundationôs mission 

of Doing Good in the World.  

 

Glenn E. Estess Sr.  

Foundation Trustee Chair  

MESSAGE FROM THE CHA IR -   

MAKE AN IMPACT WITH A GIFT TO THE FOUNDATION  

My fellow Rotarians:  

The playwright George Bernard Shaw once wrote, ñImagination is the 

beginning of creation. You imagine what you desire; you will what you 

imagine; and at last you create what you will.ò 

There is no shortage in this world of people able to imagine a better future. 

But in Rotary, we do not just imagine that future --  we will it, and we work to 

create it. This we do through our two great strengths: our Rotary clubs and 

our Rotary Foundation.  

Over the years, I have been privileged to witness firsthand the fruits of the 

outstanding work carried out by Rotarians all over the world, supported by the 

programs of our Foundation. One thing that impresses me is how these 

programs focus not on short - term satisfaction or reward for the giver. The 

best Rotary programs and projects focus on building for the future ï and 

making lives better for generations.  

Two decades ago, we Rotarians made a promise: to make life better for the 

entire world, forever, by eliminating polio. It has always been an ambitious 

goal, but it has always been a realistic one. And now, thanks to our Rotary 

Foundation, we are closer than ever to reaching it.  

It is my hope that with the help of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and 

Rotaryôs US$200 Million Challenge, there will soon come a time when we will 

be able to say that we have made polio a thing of the past. For if we fail now, 

we will fail all those who have gone before us, and every child to whom we 

made a promise. If we fail, we risk our own good name, and the good name of 

all the Rotarians who came before us.  

We will not fail. We can and we must succeed.  

I know that each one of you recognizes that The Future of Rotary Is in Your 

Hands  ï and that the future of our Foundation is as well.  

 

John Kenny  

President, Rotary International  

http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/090121_news_gates255milliongrant2009ia.aspx


BRING ON THE ADDICTION  

RI EXCHANGE RATE REVISED W.E.F. 01 NOVEM BER 2009  

Source: Rotary International South Asia Office  

From 01 November  2009, RI World Headquarters has revised the exchange rate to 

US$1=INR 46.00  
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FROM THE EDITORôS DESK é 
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Dear Readers,  

As soon as I had read the news on the gracious donors from Taiwan, who are now being inducted into 

the Arch C. Klumph Society (article reproduced on page 7 of this issue), I realized how fortunate I had 

been. This was because I had the opportunity to personally meet DG Rtn Yen -Shen Hsieh earlier this 

year in May during the District Assembly of RID 3480, which I had briefly attended during my visit to 

Taipei. I had also got to meet many other Rotarians of this vibrant District, during this visit.  

With the Foundation Month coming up in November, all Clubs in the District would be planning to have 

specific programs and activities dedicated to promote the Rotary Foundation. Please share with us 

these initiatives, which we propose to include in the forthcoming issues.  

 

 

Rtn PP Jeetendra Sharma  

Editor  

The GSE Team from RI District 7040 is visiting us in February 2010 for a period of FOUR WEEKS. The 

team will consist of a Senior Rotarian of RID 7040 (Team Leader) accompanied by FOUR young 

professionals (non Rotarians) from their region. As we are all aware the GSE program covers the first, 

second and fourth part of Rotaryôs object, and is a very important program of Rotary. 

The GSE team will be led by Rotarian Anna Rochan. The major purpose of the GSE program as we all 

know is to give an opportunity to young professionals to meet people of their own professions in other 

countries, besides understanding the principals of Rotary, and sight seeing.  

The tentative program of the team will be as under:  

February 01 to February 07éééé..PANVEL (Since Dist Conf is on Feb 6th/7th) 

February 08 to February 14éééé..PUNE CAMP 

February 15 to February 21éééé..PUNE CITY 

February 22 to February 28éééé..GREATER PUNE (PCMC etc) 

The following needs to be planned by Asst Governors and Directors under Educational programs, along 

with  all Clubs interested in participating in this program :  

¶ Identification of host families after discussing with Club Presidents. At least eight families should be 

identified for each week, and commitments taken from them to host one person for one full week.  

¶ Planning for the activities for the week during which the team is going to be in the region / zone.  

¶ The team can make a presentation to clubs in the region, and it is preferred to host joint meetings 

for such presentations, so that more Rotarians can get involved. Please restrict the presentations to 

MAXIMUM four per week.  

¶ Team members can be left with host families for spending their evenings also, but it is better that 

group dinners be organized for around four to five days in the week by clubs in the region during the 

teams stay for involvement of more Rotarians with the team members.  

¶ Identifying people of the same vocation as the team members, with whom the team members will 

individually spend at least one day. This can be done after the CVs of the team members are sent.  

The preliminary requirements from host families shall be:  

¶ They should be able to provide a separate room to the visiting team member with an attached toilet 

(western style).  

¶ They should be able to converse with the visitor in English language.  

¶ They should undertake to pick -up and drop the visitor from points as per the itinerary finalized by the 

district.  

¶ There will be some time allotted to the visitors to spend with host families, and the host family should 

take good care of the visitor during this time.  

¶ An internet connection should preferably be made available to the visitor in -house.  

I would be looking forward to a regular interaction with you my friends, so that we can make the GSE 

Team visit memorable for our guests from RI District 7040.  

Yours in Rotary Service,  

Rtn PP Anil Goel  

District Chairman -  GSE Incoming  

TEL: Off: +91 2137 676401, Res:+91 20 26651421/22  

Cell: +91 98226 58600  
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ROTARY VOLUNTEERS  

The Rotary Volunteers program fosters and 

facilitates active volunteer involvement in 

community and international service 

projects. Rotarians and other skilled 

professionals further Rotaryôs Avenue of 

Vocational Service  by using their professional skills 

and experience wherever help is needed.  

The Rotary Volunteers program aims to  

¶ Increase awareness of volunteer opportunities  

¶ Help clubs and districts realize the benefits of 

inviting volunteers to help on their service 

projects, and assist in identifying volunteers  

¶ Cultivate international understanding and goodwill 

through humanitarian service  

Two helpful resources are the Rotary Volunteers 

Handbook  and the Rotary Volunteers PowerPoint . 

Volunteer Service Grants  

The current position of our District is as 

Follows  is as follows :  

1.  RID 3131 has only 6 registered Volunteers 

as of date (we have added 2 more and you 

can get an updated list by writing to Rita 

Krahl whose address is given below)  

2.  We need to add more Volunteers as we can 

have 1% of our membership (about 30) 

Rotarians registered as Volunteers  

3.  Volunteer registration is valid for 2 years 

and has to be renewed after this period  

4.  There are no grants available at present 

from TRF for Volunteer travel  

Then why should we encourage Registrations?  

Here are the reasons why :    

¶ Volunteers can find funding   from other 

agencies  

¶ Only Regsitered Volunteers receive a 

handbook which lists sites that need 

Volunteers  

¶ Many Volunteers are willing to fund their 

own travel  

¶ We can help such Volunteers by finding sites 

for them and guiding them  

¶ Our District will be in a position to fund 

Volunteer Travel from the District Grant 

portions that we will have at our Disposal as 

a Future Vision Pilot District  

But for any of these possibilities, it is necessary 

to register as a Volunteer first.  

 

PDG Rtn Dr Madhav Borate  

Volunteer Rotarian  

R C Pune Parvati  

 

Rtn Dr Madhav has a glorious record of Service as a 

Rotary Volunteer and has served on no less than 24 

occasions in India and abroad as a Volunteer. We 

reproduce some information on his service  below :  

 

MG-13157 2/9/2000 India  

MG-13479 3/13/2000 India  

MG-15043 9/5/2000 India  

TH-1233 7/1/2001 7/1/2004 India  

TH-1216 12/1/2001 12/1/2004 India  

IG -50800 9/26/2003 10/7/2003 Madagascar  

IG -52201 3/18/2004 2/1/2004 Madagascar  

IG -57906 5/5/2006 5/17/2006 Lesotho  

VO-45353 5/14/2008 5/14/2010 India  

MG-51507 Madagascar  

MG-51860 Nepal  

MG-57983 Lesotho  

MG-58844 India  

TH-59940 India  

DS-63568 India  

DS-67684 India  

MG-67033 India  

TH-67627 India  

DS-57380 India  

MG-58142 India  

MG-58189 Lesotho  

MG-50660 People's Republic of Chi  

MG-21776 Swaziland  

 

You can invite him to you Club to share his 

experiences and motivate your members to 

offer themselves to this wonderful service 

Opportunity that is available to all Rotarians!  

 

USEFUL INFORMATION FOR CLUBS AND 

VOLUNTEERS  

  

1.  For More Info :   

 www.rotary.org/volunteers      

2.  RI Contact person :  

Rita Krahl  

Rotary Volunteers Program Coordinator  

Rotary International Service Programs  

Tel: 847.866.3361  

Fax: 847.866.6116  

E-mail: rita.krahl@rotary.org    

3.  To find volunteers for your Projects :  

www.rotary.org/volunteersdatabase  

4.  To find projects if you wish to serve as 

Volunteer :  

www.rotary.org/projectLINK   

MEET A ROTARY VOLUNTEER PAR EXCELLENCE  

http://www.rotary.org/en/ServiceAndFellowship/StartAProject/AvenuesOfService/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/ServiceAndFellowship/StartAProject/AvenuesOfService/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_pdf/263en.pdf
http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_pdf/263en.pdf
http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_ppt/elearn_volunteers_en.ppt
http://www.rotary.org/volunteers
mailto:rita.krahl@rotary.org
http://www.rotary.org/volunteersdatabase
http://www.rotary.org/projectLINK
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RID 3131 POLIOPLUS UPDATES  

POLIO ORIENTATION & COORDINATION MEETS IN PUNE  

ZONE 2 (Region 4 & Region 6) : PCMC & Pune District Clubs:  

8 th  November 2009  (Sunday) between 9:00 am & 1:00 pm at Aditya Birla Hospital in Chinchwad. 

Hosts: RC Nigdi -Pune  

ZONE 3 (Regions 7 through 12, Zone 2 Region 5) : Pune City Clubs  

15 th  November 2009  (Sunday) at Ruia Mukhbadhir School, Behind SP College, Pune City between 9:00 

am and 1:00 pm. Hosts: RC Pune South  

 

POLIO NID DATES :  (Please mark on your calendar or diary)  

10th January 2010 & 7th February 2010  (Entire RID 3131)  

 

SUB NID DATES :  (For Raigad District of RID 3131 only)  

9 th  August, 13 th  September, 8 th  November, 6 th  December 2009  

Two more dates for SNID will be declared after the NID are over.  

Everyone participate to ñEnd Polio Nowò! 

 

Rtn Sandesh Savant  

Co - Director, RID 3131 PolioPlus Team  

Dear Friends,   

I am happy to inform you that Rtn Mrs Joyce Wasserman will be visiting our District to work as a 

Volunteer Physiotherapist From January 1 to February 15, 2009.  

She will be coming to work at the Centre for Independant Living, Kanhe Phata.  

This Center is a residential facility for Physically Handicapped children, and at the present time it has 70 

children with various Physical disabilities undergoing therapy and receiving education.  

She has agreed to attend our District Conference in Khandala on Feb 6th & 7th.  

I am presuming that she will be accompanied by her husband Andy Rothstein who is also a Rotarian 

and  an Attorney by Vocation.  

I seek your help in the following ways :  

1.  They will be staying and working at the Center from Monday through Friday (They can be invited to 

attend and speak at any Club on these days, but the Club will have to arrange for them to be 

transported to and fro from the Meeting. The Center   at Kanhe Phata is  40 Kms from Pune at Saibaba 

Sevadham on Mumbai Pune Highway.  

2.  They would be spending their weekends in Pune (I am assuming that these will be five in number, as 

one weekend will at the Discon in Khandala). I will be hosting them for one weekend and I need 

Volunteers for the remaining Four weekends. I expect the that their hosts will provide them with 

some local sightseeing  during their stay.  

I hope that you will be interested and I await your response.  

 

YIR 

  

Dr Madhav Borate  

Project Contact  

Polio Rehab Project   

RC Pune Parvati    

ROTARY CLUB OF KHADKI : 100% PHF CLUB -  YOUTUBE  

The September 09 issue of pRoFound carried an article ñSetting An Exampleò on Rotary Club of Khadki 

being on its way to become 100% PHF Club.  

 

Watch Rtn Abhay Munot (TRF Director, R/C Khadki) sharing the journey :  

 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Spg-uafeBUM&feature=email  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Spg-uafeBUM&feature=email
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MATCHING GRANTS ï FILE CLOSURE REPORTS LAST 3 YEARS  

Dear Friends,  

 

Please accept our Congratulations and gratitude on completing a wonderful Humanitarian Project.  

 

I would be grateful if you could send me (by email) :  

1.  A brief Description of the Project  

2.  Partners & Contributions  

3.  Three good Photographs (as scanned files if digital photos are not available)  

 

Please send a copy of the same to Rtn Jeetendra Sharma at jeeturotary@gmail.com  and our District 

Website at dimakh@dimakhconsultants.com   

 

With warm regards  

 

YIR 

 

Dr Madhav Borate  

DRFC Chair  

RID 3131  

2007 - 2010  

Sr No Matching 
Grant No. 

Host Cosponsor International Cosponsor 

1 21620 Kailash Omprakash Monga 
Rotary Club of Poona (D - 3130) 

Peter Patel 
Rotary Club of Birmingham (D - 1060) 

2 58829 Deepak U. Mangwani 
Rotary Club of Pune Sports City (D - 3130) 

Rajendra G. Desai 
Rotary Club of Newport-Balboa (D ï 2266) 

3 60388 Milind Rajkumar Shah, Project Contact 
Rotary Club of Solapur North (D - 3130) 

Dale J. Rubinkam, Project Contact 
Rotary Club of Blue Bell (D - 7430) 

4 60875 Harish Chandra Saxena 
Rotary Club of Pune Central (D - 3130) 

Richard Strayer 
Rotary Club of Simi Sunrise (D - 5240) 

5 61430 Manjula Viswanathan 
Rotary Club of Pune Central (D - 3130) 

Michael Dunne 
Rotary Club of Stanford Le Hope & Corringham (D - 1240) 

6 62199 Gauri Prakash Agarwal 
Rotary Club of Pimpri (D - 3130) 

Dilip G. Namjoshi 
Rotary Club of Blue Bell (D - 7430) 

7 63103 Bipin T. Shah 
Rotary Club of Poona Mid Town (D - 3130) 

Xavier Demoisy 
Rotary Club of Virton (D - 1630) 

8 63632 John Zechariah 
Rotary Club of Daund (D - 3130) 

George Galewski 
Rotary Club of Waukesha Sunrise (D - 6270) 

9 63668 Deepak M. Purohit 
Rotary Club of Panvel (D - 3130) 

Steven Goldsmith 
Rotary Club of Hawthorne (D - 5280) 

10 63828 Mahesh S. Kotbagi 
Rotary Club of Pune Sports City (D - 3130) 

Alan R. Hurst 
Rotary Club of East Hampton (D - 7980) 

11 64275 Sheetal Kharka 
Rotary Club of Pune Riverside (D - 3131) 

Carol C. Bhide 
Rotary Club of Mandarin (D - 6970) 

12 65506 Mahesh S. Kotbagi 
Rotary Club of Pune Sports City (D - 3131) 

Robert S. Eichfeld 
District 7430 

13 65813 Harish Chandra Saxena 
Rotary Club of Pune Central (D - 3130) 

Charles Harris 
Rotary Club of Honolulu Sunset (D - 5000) 

14 65889 Vijay K. Shah 
Rotary Club of Pune East (D - 3130) 

Raymond E. Plue 
District 6080 

15 66826 Sushil Chandanmal Pungaliya 
Rotary Club of Pune Ganeshkhind (D - 3131) 

Dave C. Waikem 
Rotary Club of Perry Township (Canton) (D - 6650) 

16 67435 Dileep Moreshwar Railkar 
Rotary Club of Pune Tilak Road (D - 3130) 

Ted Nesse 
Rotary Club of Stillwater Sunrise (D - 5960) 

17 67576 Meena Madhav Borate 
Rotary Club of Pune Sahakarnagar (D - 3131) 

Janet M. Chabola 
District 5280 

18 67599 Sadanand Vishnunath Bhagwat 
Rotary Club of Pune Laxmi Road (D - 3131) 

Ulrich Blumberg 
Rotary Club of Oberhausen-Antony-Hütte (D - 1870) 

mailto:jeeturotary@gmail.com
mailto:dimakh@dimakhconsultants.com


Taiwanese Rotarians Yen -Shen Hsieh and James Chen share more 

than just the same club. They also share an uncommon commitment to 

many of The Rotary Foundation's initiatives.  

Their dedication is reflected in the unique way that both Hsieh and 

Chen, members of the Rotary Club of Taipei Castle, allotted their 

contributions of US$250,000 to help support several areas of the 

Foundation. They will both be inducted into the Arch C. Klumph 

Society  on 5 November at RI World Headquarters in Evanston, Illinois, 

USA.  

After months of consideration, they decided together to spread their 

donations across the Foundation, signifying the importance of 

supporting all its efforts, says Hsieh, governor of District 3480.  

"I learned more about the different Foundation programs to better 

understand where I wanted to donate," says Hsieh. "I collaborated with 

James so we both would donate the same amount to the same 

programs. I hope to continually support these programs in the future."  

In July, Hsieh and Chen each allocated $180,000 to the Rotary Centers 

for International Studies in peace and conflict resolution , $50,000 to the 

Permanent Fund , $15,000 to the Annual Programs Fund , and $5,000 to 

the PolioPlus Fund . 

"I believe the combination of both our donations, divided up to support 

multiple programs, is stronger than a single donation," says Chen, 

president of the Taipei Castle club. "Every program in the Foundation is 

important to Rotarians and people worldwide."  

At a donor recognition dinner in Taipei on 5 August, RI President John 

Kenny acknowledged the generous gifts that Hsieh, Chen, and other 

Taiwanese Rotarians have made to the Foundation.  

"I know that the Rotarians of Taiwan understand the value of their contributions to The Rotary 

Foundation and have made the Foundation a priority in their charitable giving," said Kenny during his 

keynote address. "Taiwanese Rotarians have made 54 gifts of $10,000 or more this Rotary year, as well 

as the numerous gifts that are the lifeblood of the Foundation."  

Kenny noted that Taiwan is home to 10 members of the Arch C. Klumph Society, "each of whom has 

individually made a significant difference to our Foundation's ability to do its work."  

Along with Hsieh and Chen, three other Taiwanese Rotarians will be inducted into the society on 5 

November: Sheng -Chien "Mirror" Chang, Yau -Fang "Gary" Chen, and Sui -Seng Hsu.  
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TAIWANESE DONORS SHA RE MUCH IN COMMON  
By Ryan Hyland, Rotary International News -5 Oct 2009   

Top: RI President John Kenny (left) and wife, June, 

honor Yen -Shen Hsieh and his wife, Catherine, 

during a donor recognition dinner in Tapei, Taiwan, 

on  5 August. Bottom: James Chen, president of the 

Rotary Club of Taipei Castle, is recognized 

during  the same dinner.  

Photos courtesy Archi Jason Hsu  

ONE FUNNY POLIO FUND RAISER  
By Arnold R. Grahl, Rotary International News -19 Oct 2009    Norwegians love to tell stories, especially funny ones.  

So when the Rotary Club of Gamlebyen -Fredrikstad came up with the 

idea of producing a book full of jokes and humorous tales to raise money 

for Rotary's US$200 Million Challenge , it didn't take long for the idea to 

catch on.  

"We told clubs to get together and swap stories, and send us the best," 

says past club president Jan A. Vatn, who oversaw the project. "The 

response was incredible."  

"Norwegians are known as serious and hard working, but they do have a 

funny side," adds Evy Alsaker, a past president of the Rotary Club of 

Chicago and a Norwegian -American who is helping to promote the book 

in the United States.  

Humørleksikonet Skrattkammeret , which means "Room of Laughter," 

contains 1,201 stories compiled from the 330 Rotary clubs in Norway 

and has sold 1,500 copies in its first few weeks in print. For every book 

sold, $12 of the $50 cover price goes to Rotary's challenge. To order a 

copy, e -mail sjoborg@online.no .  

Start to finish, the project took about a year. The book was published 

with help from Kolbjørn Eggen, a member of the Rotary Club of 

Fredrikstad Glemmen who owns Eggen Press.  

Ottar Weel, president of the Rotary Club of 

Gamlebyen -Fredrikstad, and his son enjoy a 

laugh reading Humørleksikonet 

Skrattkammeret,  a book full of short stories. 

Photo courtesy Rotary Club of Gamlebyen -

Fredrikstad  

Continued on next page ...  

http://www.rotary.org/en/Contribute/DonorRecognition/IndividualRecognition/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Contribute/DonorRecognition/IndividualRecognition/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/EducationalPrograms/RotaryCentersForInternationalStudies/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/EducationalPrograms/RotaryCentersForInternationalStudies/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Contribute/Funds/PermanentFund/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Contribute/Funds/AnnualProgramsFund/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/contribute/funds/PolioPlusFund/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/090121_news_gates255milliongrant2009ia.aspx
mailto:sjoborg@online.no
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A Rotarian's awareness of local resources in his community helped 

bring about a water project benefiting  10,000 people in Ghana, 

more than 7,000 miles away.  

Two years ago, Doug May, a member of the Rotary Club of 

SaddleBrooke,  Arizona, USA, was mentoring students at his local 

chapter of Engineers Without Borders at the University of Arizona 

when he heard about a clean water project the group was launching 

in Ghana.  

May thought his Rotary club could help by securing a US$15,000 

Matching Grant  from The Rotary Foundation, partnering with the 

Rotary Club of Ho, Volta Region, Ghana,  near the project site.  

Joseph Achana, past president of the Ho club, and May were going 

to the 2007 RI Convention in Salt Lake City, Utah, USA, so they 

arranged to get together there.  

Meeting Achana face to face helped make the process smoother, 

says May. For one thing, "I was able to get his signature" for the 

grant paperwork.  

The grant  was approved in May of 2008 and work began on the $40,000 project,  expanding a filtration 

system that had been built several years earlier by another nongovernmental organization. That system 

"was a slow sand filter that was not big enough and often got clogged," says May. When the filter 

stopped working, people in the area used untreated water from the local reservoir.  

Working with the engineers, Rotarians helped define the scope of the project. They decided to use larger

-capacity gravel and sand roughing filters. Rotarians were also able to help meet the Engineers Without 

Borders (EWB) sustainability requirement, as several Rotarians in Ghana worked in areas related to 

water systems.  

"I definitely think the collaboration between the two organizations is win -win," says May. "An EWB 

chapter can provide a lot of design and construction management that would typically have to be 

contracted and paid for at a going local rate." Rotarians helped raise funds and provided additional 

support, he says.  

FILTRATION SYSTEM IN GHANA BENEFITS THOU SANDS  
By Antoinette Tuscano, Rotary International News -6 Oct 2009    

Doug May, left, and other members of his Rotary club work 

with the host club on a water filtration system in Ghana. 

Photo courtesy of Doug May  

"This project represented a tremendous amount of teamwork," says Alsaker. "It's an outstanding 

example of how you can get Rotarians to come together and work on a single project that will have 

worldwide implications."  

Initial copies of the book were given to district governors to promote during club visits. Vatn says the 

original target was to raise $72,000 for the challenge by getting every other Norwegian Rotarian to buy a 

copy.  

"But a lot of people are buying six to eight books, for themselves or as gifts," Vatn says. "Our goal now 

is to have all 330 clubs in Norway collectively contribute $100,000. If more clubs outside Norway raise 

money with it, all the better."  

Clubs receive the credit for each copy sold, Vatn says, so that when Rotarians buy or sell a 

book, it adds $12 to the amount their club has raised for the challenge.   

And while there are no plans to translate the book, Vatn and Alsaker see a wider market than 

just Norway. Alsaker notes that the first copy of the book was sold to a Norwegian -American 

in the United States. Any Rotarian who knows a Norwegian anywhere in the world could 

purchase a copy as a gift, she says, and help Rotary end polio.  

Vatn would like to see Rotarians in other countries make their own humor books.  

"The idea isn't trademarked," he says. "We can tell them a lot about how to market it."  

Copies can also be ordered from:  

Gamlebyen/Fredrikstad Rotary Club  

V/Eddie R. Sjøborg  

Bellevue 20  

1606 Fredrikstad, Norway  

 é Continued from previous page 

http://www.rotary.org/en/ServiceAndFellowship/FundAProject/HumanitarianGrants/Pages/MatchingGrants.aspx
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OUR GSE TEAM AT RID 7040 : GLIMPSES  

GSE Team with Rtn Bonnie Black  

GSE Team with the Mayor of Cornwall City Mr.Bob Kilger who has also been a former Diplomat to India  
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Please let us know how you celebrated the Foundation Month in your Club.  

Send in your program and activity details along with photos to the Editor at 

jeeturotary@gmail.com  

We look forward to hearing from you!  
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