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This year marks my 50th as a Rotarian. I cannot recall whether, on the day I first joined a Rotary club, I gave any 

thought to what my involvement with Rotary might be in 2009 -10. I am sure I never expected that Rotary would have 
become so much a part of the Estess household that it would feel to all of us like family.  

I often talk about how The Rotary Foundation supports the entire family of Rotary. Rotary is like a family in so many 

ways ï in the ways we lift each other up, help each other grow, and accomplish things together that we never could 
alone. 

Through Rotary, with the help of our Foundation, we can take on challenges that no one else has the ability, or the 

inclination, or the organizational resources to tackle. We in Rotary share what we have in a way that no one else does ï 
with love, with kindness, and with simple generosity. And that is why, when I was traveling with my wife, Mary, during 

Rotaryôs centennial year, she so often said to me, ñThe finest people in the world must be Rotarians.ò 

What we have both seen in the last 50 years, over and over again, has been a pure and overwhelming desire to be of 
assistance ï a desire that, thanks to the Foundation, is backed with financial and practical resources. Rotarians work to 

address needs that seem so large or so intractable that no one else will even try ï or sometimes so insignificant that no 

one else will bother. In our Rotary family, we rise to these challenges because we know we can ï with the strength of 
our Foundation behind us. 

 

Glenn E. Estess Sr.  

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR -  
FOUNDATION SUPPORTS A STRONG ROTARY FAMILY  

100% PAUL HARRIS CLUB - A SINGULAR HONOR  

The Rotary Foundation is one of  the largest and well managed trust in the World. It provides a wonderful Opportunity 

for Rotary Clubs and Rotarians to donate voluntarily for  doing good in the World. It is  ironical that while all Rotarians 
are generous and charitable in many ways, there are a large number of Rotarians who have never donated to the 

Rotary Foundation. 

The % of such members in our District stands at almost 50% of our total membership. This is probably because many 
of these non donors do not know enough about The Rotary Foundation and the wonderful work that it facilitates and 

does with the help of Rotary Clubs all around the world.  

It is the resposibility of the Club Presidents to endevour to reach and educate these members with the 
help of the District Governor and DRFC Comittee . 

We are happy that the DAUD Initiative of our DG Dr Deepak  is accomplishing this and will lead to a reduction in the 

number of non contributors from the Clubs.  

Against this background, it is indeed a stupendous achievement for a Rotary Club to motivate all its members to Donate 
every year. It is even more noteworthy if all members of a Club become Paul Harris Fellows. This accomplishment is 

recognized by TRF Trustees by presenting a special banner to such a Club, which acknowledges it as a "100% PAUL 

HARRIS FELLOW CLUB".  

The only such Club in our District so far is RC PUNE CENTRAL which achieved 100% PHF CLUB STATUS in RY 

2007 -08 , during the tenure of Rtn Polly Patel as President  of RC Pune Central and Rtn Vinay Kulkarni as the 

District Governor . 

I am also happy to report that 4 other Clubs have been motivated by DG Dr Deepak to become 100% Paul 
Harris Fellow Clubs this year.  They are :  

1) R C Pune Downtown  

2) R C Khadki  

3) R C Pimpri  
4) R C Pune Sports City    

The DRFC Committee extends hearty Congratulations  to the Presidents and members of all these Clubs.   

We hope that more Clubs will come forward in the  months ahead. We also hope that we can become  a 

100%  contributing District in the current year.  

Rtn PDG Dr Madhav Borate  

DRFC Chair (2007 -2010)  

pRoFound - December 2009 



THE ROTARY FOUNDATIO N IS THE EIGHTH WONDER  

Page : 2 pRoFound - December 2009 



FROM THE EDITORôS DESK é 

Dear Readers, 

The day of 1st November 2009 holds great significance for RID 3131, with the benevolent presence of RIPN Kalyan 

and gracious Ann Binota at the TRF Seminar of the District. It was an event to cherish, amidst dignitaries from within 
and outside of the District.  

It was also a memorable day for ñpRoFoundò, which received appreciation from RIPN Kalyan. He has advised us to 

send him the monthly issues, and proposes to take this initiative to other Rotary Districts in the world.  

The calendar year of 2009 has sped away, and we are already on the last issue for this year. However, we have only 
reached halfway for the Rotary year, and will continue to bring TRF news to you in 2010.  

We look forward to stories of celebrating the Rotary Foundation month in your clubs, which shall appear in our future 

issues. 

 

 

Rtn PP Jeetendra Sharma  

Editor  
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MATCHING GRANTS PROJECT - RC PUNE GANESHKHIND  

The Rotary Club of Pune Ganeshkhind executed their Matching Grants Project 

on 1st Nov 2009 at Pune in the presence of RIPN Kalyan Banerjee.  
 

As part of the program, RIPN Kalyan 
handed over the keys to the school bus 

for the special children at Center for 

Special Education (CSE). CSE Director 
Nalini Patwardhan thanked Rotary for 

the wonderful Diwali gift & presented 
RIPN a special painting done by a 

special child.  
 

The modified school bus has a rear 

ramp for easy entrance and exit, 
adjustable shoulder & waist seat belts 

for all 24 seats, flashing lights & buzzer when side/rear doors are open and 
special music for the special children. The children will now be able to travel in 

safety and comfort to and from school and for other special events and 

programs in the city quite easily.  
 

This is the 18th MG/WCS/CAP project completed by RC Pune Ganeshkhind in its 
18 years in Rotary, making it among the top 3 Rotary clubs in RID 3131. RC 

Pune Ganeshkhind thanks RC Perrysburg, Ohio; RID 6600, RID 3131 & TRF for 
making MG 68820 a reality. 

PHF RECOGNITION  

Dear Rtn. Deepak Shikarpur, 

  
Greetings from Rotary International South Asia Office! 

  
Thank you for your e -mail. This is to inform you that as per trustee decision w.e.f., 1 July 2009 ñRecipients of Paul 

Harris Fellow recognition will receive a personalized certificate and lapel pin. Medallions will no longer automatically be 

sent to fellows, as of 1 July 09. It is available with an option to purchase the medallion for $15.ò Please find below the 
link for Individual recognition:  

http://www.rotary.org/en/Contribute/DonorRecognition/IndividualRecognition/Pages/PaulHarrisFellowRecognition.aspx  
  

Do let me know if I can be of any further assistance to you.  
  

Regards 

  
Manju Pandey  

Assistant, The Rotary Foundation  
Rotary International South Asia Office  

 

http://www.rotary.org/en/Contribute/DonorRecognition/IndividualRecognition/Pages/PaulHarrisFellowRecognition.aspx
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SHORT TERM PEACE SCHOLARSHIPS  

Rotary International has reconfirmed Rotary Club of Pune Ganeshkhindôs nominee 

Principal Aarti Patil of Vidyanchal School for the 2009 Rotary World Peace Fellowship for 
studies as part of the Rotary Centers for International Studies in Peace and Conflict 

Resolution program.  

Principal Aarti Patil has been assigned to the Rotary Center at Chulalongkorn University 

in Bangkok, Thailand, to attend the June 2010 session, which will start in early June 

2010 for three months. She was nominated in 2008/09 by RC Pune Ganeshkhind and 
selected by RID 3131 and RI, but could not attend in June 2009 due to unforeseen 

circumstances. However, the well deserved candidate could not be denied her spot as 
she just received confirmation from RI this month for the 2010 session.  

Principal Aarti Patil is the second candidate nominated by RC Pune Ganeshkhind to be 
selected for this Peace Scholarship following Principal Smita Savant in 2007/08. Principal 

Aarti Patil has already been a GSE Team member three years back and has attended the 

NASA astronaut training program in the US twice. She was also invited by President 
Pratibha Patil last month for lunch at the Rashtrapati Bhavan.  

Many congratulations are in order for this multiple talented educationist and dedicated 
principal from Aundh, Pune.  

Brief Details of Principal Aarti Patil  

Principal:   Vidyanchal School, Aundh, Pune  

Educational Qualifications:

Short Courses & Experiences:

 

Awards:  

1990 B. Sc. (Electronic Science) Pune University Distinction 

1992 B. Ed. (Science, Math) Pune University Distinction 

Dates  Course Details  Venue  

May 2000 Curriculum Development Ann Arbor Public Schools, Michigan, USA 

April 2001 Received International Scholarship to do a course - Sci-

ence Education In Early Childhood 
(A program for trainers)  

Golda Meir Mount Carmel International 

Training Centreô, Haifa, Israel 

May 2002 Presented paper in Math Teachers seminar Singapore, Bangkok, Malaysia 

May 2005 Invitation to visit a variety of educational institutions to 

study their education system 

South Korea, Hong Kong 

June 2006 Received International Scholarship to do a professional 

development program at the Space Academy, US Space & 
Rocket Centre. 

NASA, Huntsville, Alabama, USA 

April 2007 GSE Scholarship from Rotary International for vocational 

and cultural exchange 

Finland, Austria, UK 

June 2008 Received International Scholarship to do an Advanced 

Space Academy and Astronaut training program at the 
Space Academy, US Space & Rocket Centre. 

NASA, Kennedy Space Centre, Cape Can-

erval, Florida, USA 

1997 óCommunity Serviceô Award Rotary Club of Pune Ganeshkhind 

1998 óBest Teacherô Award YMCA, Pune 

2001 óBest Teacherô Award Disha Teacher Resource Centre 

2006 óInspiring Teacherô Award Rotary Club, Pune Sports City 

Rotary Club Pune North 

2008 Chhatrapati Sambhaji Raje 

Gaurav Puraskar 

Sambhaji Brigade 



2ND REGIONAL POLIO ORIENTATION MEET : HOSTS - RC NIGDI -PUNE 

DG Deepak Purohit has started DAUD this year, whereby all the various district teams 
come to all clubs to disseminate Rotary information in the third week of every month, 

without the need for the usual district meets. But the PolioPlus Team has been allowed 
to organize three regional orientation forums in RID 3131, clearly emphasizing our 

districtôs importance to Rotary Internationalôs Top Priority, which is Polio Eradication.  

After the first PolioPlus meet in Panvel, RC Nigdi-Pune had the honour of hosting the 2 nd 
meet at the wonderful auditorium of Aditya Birla Memorial Hospital in Chinchwad on the 

8th of November 2009. This meet was specifically meant for Zone 2 (Region 4 & 6) clubs 
of PCMC and Pune District. Special attractive offers of free registrations, discounted 

health checkups and free breakfast encouraged over 85 Rotarians to attend this 

program.  

Starting with keynote speaker NPPC member PDG Rajeev Pradhanôs inspiring speech on 

why Rotarians must continue its fight against polio to the panel discussions with the 
PCMC medical officers, the meet progressed with clockwork precision. The PCMC officers 

(Dr Rajshekhar Iyer, PCMC Medical Director, Dr Kamal Yadav, Joint PCMC Medical 
Director and Dr Kishore Chavan, SMO, WHO Surveillance) stressed the need for more 

Rotary involvement before, during & after NIDs, due to the additional H1N1 swine flu 

epidemic. Inner Wheel of Pimpri and RC Nigdi immediately offered their assistance for 
immunization activities in large societies as requested. Forum Leader Dr Girish Gune 

explained the importance of ORS and zinc tablets in 
reducing diarrhea among the children before the polio 

vaccinations. Rtn Balaji explained the innovative idea for our district to meet the Gates 

Foundation Challenge with involvement of Rotarians and non-Rotarians, which would 
enhance Rotary public relations image as well. The idea is to have Rotarians ask at least 

five of their friends and relatives to contribute Rs 500 each towards polio eradication 
efforts, which would go towards TRF on behalf of the Rotarian. If each RID 3131 

Rotarian is able to meet this request, the actual target can be a record for our district. 

This scheme attracted non-Rotarians like Mr Prakash Gujar to donate Rs 21,000 for the 
Gates Challenge immediately. In fact, when DG Deepak appealed and conveyed his 

support to this program, over Rs 50,000 was pledged on the spot for this purpose.   

Convenor Rtn Balaji, Aditya Birla Memorial Hospital and President Shivesh and his club members deserve the 

compliments and thanks from the PolioPlus Team for the wonderful arrangements and clockwork organization. Thanks 
also to all the speakers and presenters from the PolioPlus Team for their valuable inputs and finally to the PCMC medical 

officers, who are the front line heroes in this fight against polio. ñEnd Polio Nowò and make Rotary and Indians proud & 

happy!    

 

3RD REGIONAL POLIO ORIENTATION MEET : HOSTS - RC PUNE SOUTH 

In keeping with our RID 3131 emphasis and importance to Rotary Internationalôs Top Priority, Polio Eradication, the 
PolioPlus Team organized the third Polio Orientation Meet on 15th November at Ruia Mukhbadhir Vidyalaya in Pune. 

Zone 3 and Zone 4 plus Zone 2 (Region 5) clubs numbering 49 were invited to attend this final meet, hosted by RC 
Pune South.  

Our keynote speaker for the third time NPPC member PDG Rajeev Pradhan delivered his 

highly inspiring and emotional speech on why Rotarians must continue its fight against 
polio. During the panel discussions hosted by Rtn Dr Rajeev Deshmukh, the PMC medical 

officers (Dr Sunil Tore, PMC Medical Director and Dr Kishore Chavan, SMO, WHO 
Surveillance) stressed the need for more Rotary involvement before, during & after NIDs, 

due to the additional H1N1 swine flu epidemic. Dr Tore requested for Rotary volunteers 
(4/5 per club in each of 14 wards of Pune) after the NID for 4/5 days for mopping up 

afterwards. Zone 4 PolioPlus Director Dr Nasir Kazi explained the importance of ORS and 

zinc tablets in reducing diarrhea among the children before the polio vaccinations.  
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REGIONAL POLIO ORIENTATION MEETS  

PCMC Medical Officials at panel discussions 

Non-Rotarian citizen, Mr. Prakash Gujar, who 
donated Rs 21,000 

NPPC member PDG Rajeev Pradhan with DG 

Deepak 

NPPC member PDG Rajeev Pradhan delivering his 
emotion appeal 

Continued on next page ... 
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Forum Leader Dr Girish Gune explained the innovative ideas of the Manali Solang Trek and 

for our district to meet the Gates Foundation Challenge with involvement of Rotarians and 
non-Rotarians, which would enhance Rotary public relations image as well. The idea is to 

have Rotarians ask at least five of their friends and relatives to contribute Rs 500 each 
towards polio eradication efforts, which would go towards TRF on behalf of the Rotarian. 

PDG Arun Kudale also gave a wonderful presentation on the Gates Challenge, including Bill 

Gates speech at the International Assembly in San Diego in January 2009. DG Deepak once 
again stressed the need for full participation in all Polio related activities. The Gates 

Challenge Receipt booklets were also distributed to 28 of the 49 clubs from Pune City area. 

Convenor & Zone 3 PolioPlus Director Rtn PP Dr Madhavi Vaze and President Sudhir Waghmare and his club members 

deserve the compliments and thanks from the PolioPlus Team for the wonderful arrangements and great organization. 
Thanks also to all the speakers and presenters from the PolioPlus Team for their valuable inputs and finally to the PMC 

medical officers. Over 270 Rotarians attended all the 3 meets. We must ñEnd Polio Nowò by participating in all the 

SNID/NIDs with enthusiasm and ensure that RID 3131 surpasses its Gates Foundation Challenge targets and creates a 
record.    

Rtn PP Sandesh Savant  
Co-Director, RID 3131 PolioPlus Team  

PDG Arun Kudale giving his Gates 

Challenge presentation 

 é Continued from previous page 

GSE EXPERIENCE AS A TEAM MEMBER  

I've been thinking a lot about the GSE experience unfolding for me. My mind has been working overtime with 
thoughts, ideas and questions. I wanted to capture my thoughts today about responsibility.  

I'm not so much thinking (at the moment) about the responsibility of a Team Member rather I've been thinking 

about the dual task of a GSE team in shouldering the task of responding -  and building our ability to respond -  our 

response -ability.  

I've been thinking about how to prepare to respond to our hosts in Canada & United States. What do we need to 
think about and do in order to be able to respond to situations, questions, and opportunities in a way that will 
convey to our hosts not only who we are as individuals, but who we are as the embodiment of the India. Like it or 
not, how we handle ourselves will lead to conclusions and assumptions about how ALL Indians handle themselves.  

So we need to think about and practice our response -ability in the context of a much larger task than simply our 
personal opinion.  

But wait, there's more!  

Our task as members of a GSE team does not end when the return flight captain turns off the seat -belt sign 

signaling it is safe to deplane. This district -  the people of our Clubs, and in a larger sense, the people of our 
country will be waiting for us ... curious to know about the people with whom we have lived and worked and 
traveled. We need to prepare our ability to respond in a way that captures the fundamentals of what we learn of 
United States & Canada and its people. We will need to work at our response -ability to convey a culture and a 

people to our friends and neighbors.  

So all of this is leading me to more and more thinking about the make -up of a team.  

The diversity with which we imbue ourselves as an out -going team will "speak" about the diversity of people and 
views from the India. How we look as a team; how we respond to questions about life here, and work here, and 
politics here, and religion here, and the economy here; and how we interact with each other will "speak" more 
clearly and with a more enduring message than any of the words we use.  

As a team leader it occurs to me that life would be profoundly simpler if I could magically clone myself five times 

and present a single unified voice and persona to the people we will meet in Canada & United States.  

But we all know that life is not simple. Profound, YES. Simple, NO  

So I am forming thoughts about what might be the characteristics of a team of five individuals who, together, might 
more wonderfully embody the grand experiment known to the world as the Indian in United States of America and 
Canada.  

I need your help in ensuring the GSE Incoming team to have a great experience about India and its people.  

I know that the magnitude of the success of this GSE experience will be directly an outgrowth of the character of 

the people who make up the team. Will you share with me your voice to create One GSE EXPERIENCE?  

 

 

Samir Murgude  
Human Resource Manager  
Honeywell India  
GSE Team Member ï 2009 - 10  
Unique Exchange Team to Two countries  

(Canada & United States of America)  
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ROTARY TURNS OUT FOR WORLD POLIO DAY  

From walking to the White House to climbing the Himalayas, the family of 

Rotary turned out on 24 October, World Polio Day, to raise public 
awareness and support for ending the disease.  

Nearly 1,000 Rotary clubs in Germany carried out a national fundraising campaign 

during the week of 19 October. Highlights included screenings of the Academy Award

-nominated documentary The Final Inch in Berlin and Cologne, sales of a benefit CD 
set featuring international recording artists, and promotional support from Frankfurtôs 

Deutsche Bank Skyliners professional basketball team. 

The Rotary Club of Hamburg-Hafencity, which was 

officially chartered 7 November, raised about 
US$29,700 through sales of the CD set. The Rotary Club of Berlin International, also 

chartered on that date, garnered $11,111 through 
a used cell phone drive, along with other activities.  

The $355 million in grants  awarded by the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation to The Rotary 

Foundation ñis a huge motivation for us to raise 
additional funds for the fight against polio,ò said 

Gunnar Wöbke, CEO of the Deutsche Bank 

Skyliners and a member of the Rotary Club of 
Frankfurt/Main-Paulskirche. 

Other fundraising efforts to help meet Rotary's $US200 Million Challenge included: 

¶ Rotarians in Austria netted more than 

$297,000 for Rotaryôs challenge by selling packets of sunflower seeds nationwide for 
$7.50 each. 

¶ A World Polio Day Dinner sponsored by the Rotary clubs of Abilene, Abilene 

Wednesday, and Abilene Southwest, Texas, USA, and featuring RI President-elect 
Ray Klinginsmith as a guest speaker, raised more than $50,000. 

¶ District 7610 (Virginia, USA) coordinated a 

Final Inch for Polio Eradication Walk of 24.6 miles 
from Herndon to the White House, raising almost 

$10,000 for Rotaryôs challenge. 

¶ A bikeathon sponsored by the Rotary Club of 

Bali Seminyak, Bali, Indonesia, garnered $1,500. 

¶ In Tanzania, a childrenôs band led more than 100 Rotarians and friends on a walk 

through the streets of Arusha to promote polio eradication.  

¶ In an ongoing effort, the Rotary Club of Victoria, Texas, USA, is making ñJoin the 

Challenge, Stamp Out Polioò stamps available to clubs and districts in support of 
Rotaryôs challenge. Order sheets of 10 for $10 each at www.victoriarotary.org/stamps . 

By Dan Nixon and Arnold R. Grahl, Rotary International News - 18 November 2009   

The End Polio Now message illuminates the Old Opera 
House in Frankfurt, Germany. Photo courtesy of Heike 

Schwesinger  

In their first home game of the season, the Deutsche 
Bank Skyliners of Frankfurt donned End Polio Now 

shirts to do battle with the Telekom Baskets of Bonn. 
Although the Skyliners lost 74 to 67, they signed the 
shirts after the game to help raise funds for Rotaryôs 

US$200 Million Challenge. Photo courtesy of Peter 
Hübner  

Members of the Rotaract Club of Frankfurt AM Main 
raise funds for Rotary's challenge at an information 

stand sponsored by the Rotary Club of Frankfurt/Main-
Städel. Photo courtesy of Peter Hübner  

Italyôs national basketball league, Lega Basket Serie A, 
announced in October that it has adopted the End 

Polio Now slogan for the 2009-10 season to help 
promote the eradication of the disease. Photo courtesy 

of Carlo Monticelli  

Three Spanish physicists climbed 21,440-foot Chulu Far 
East in Nepal, timing the last leg of their ascent to 

coincide with World Polio Day. They received support 
from the Rotary clubs of Sant Pol de Mar-Montnegre, 

Spain, and Kathmandu, Nepal. (From left) Carlos 

Osuna, a Sherpa guide, Ignasi Reichardt, and Germano 
Nardini. Photo courtesy Severino Betancort  

Fifty Spanish celebrities took part in a nationwide 
End Polio Now media blitz organized by Severino 

Betancort, a member of the Rotary Club of 
Lanzarote and an RI Public Image Resource Group 
coordinator. (Top right) Princess Alexia of Greece 

and Denmark and her husband, architect Carlos 
Morales Quintana. (Bottom right) actor Santi Millán. 

Photo courtesy of Severino Betancort  

A stamp designed by Jack Whitmire, of the Rotary Club of 
Victoria, Texas, USA, is helping to raise support for Rotaryôs 

challenge. Photo courtesy of Jack Whitmire  

The Rotary Club of Salem, Virginia, USA, joined by 
local Rotaractors and Interactors, carried out an 

End Polio Now public awareness campaign through 
area newspapers, television stations, and billboards, 
raising $1,400 for Rotaryôs challenge. Photo 

courtesy of Bill Orndorff  

http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/090121_news_gates255milliongrant2009ia.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/endpolio
http://www.victoriarotary.org/stamps

