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On 23 February, Rotary will celebrate its 105th anniversary. On that day, we also mark 

World Understanding and Peace Day, for in Rotary, part of our mission is working for 
peace ï not through military might, but through our humanitarian work. Rotarians 

understand very well that the causes of war and strife are often the same: poverty, 
inequality, deprivation, and a lack of hope.  

Rotary works to restore that hope by bringing health, education, and the promise of a 
better future. We do this through the locally based club and district projects for which we 

are known, and through larger projects run internationally and with the support of our 
Rotary Foundation ï projects that support schools, build wells, improve quality of life, and 

bring us ever closer to our goal of a polio -free world.  

The years that we have been working together through PolioPlus have been years of 

steady determination, of lessons learned, of confidence built. Where government 
representatives and health organizations have been refused entry, Rotary has been 

allowed in, because our local service and our international reputation have earned us the 

trust of others. Through our work, we have helped build bridges of cooperation between 
governments and communities. With every one of those bridges, and with every drop of 

polio vaccine, we come closer to the better, healthier, and more peaceful world that we 
know is possible to build. 

 

Glenn E. Estess Sr.  

Foundation Trustee Chair  

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR -  
BUILDING BRIDGES THR OUGH SERVICE 

POLIO, FUTURE VISION, DONATIONS TOP FOUN DATION'S LIST  

Rotary Foundation Trustee Chair-elect Carl-Wilhelm 

Stenhammar outlined four goals for the 2010 -11 Rotary 
year: PolioPlus, implementing the Future Vision pilot, 

rebuilding the Annual Programs Fund through Every 
Rotarian, Every Year, and continuing to build the 

Permanent Fund. 

"Polio eradication has been, is, and will remain our top 
priority until the job is done," he declared at the fourth 

plenary session of the 2010 International Assembly. 

In addition to high -profile donors such as the Bill & Melinda 

Gates Foundation, 39 governments have contributed to the 
Global Polio Eradication Initiative, and their money 

constitutes the majority of the funding to end the disease.  

Stenhammar explained the importance of partnering with other organizations and 
implementing the Future Vision pilot to keep pace with the changing environment of 

global service. 

"Cooperation with other organizations is today the future for many entities, and The 
Rotary Foundation must not miss getting onboard that train," he said. "It is extremely 

important that all districts, pilot or not, stay aware of the evolution of the Future Vision 
Plan and start looking for ways to align your projects and activities with its goals and the 

six areas of focus as soon as possible." 

He also encouraged all Rotarians to reexamine their annual contributions to the 

Foundation. 

"Only 25 percent of Rotarians are giving to our Foundation -- 75 percent are not. Think 

about what it could mean if we could alter those numbers or have 100 percent of 

Rotarians become donors," he told district governors-elect. 

Rotarians are encouraged to give at least US$100 every year to the Annual Programs 
Fund through the Every Rotarian, Every Year initiative and to support the Foundation's 

Permanent Fund. 

"If we get that support from you, we can bridge over this difficult time, and The Rotary 
Foundation will remain sound and healthy," Stenhammar concluded. 

Rotary Foundation Trustee Chair-elect Carl-
Wilhelm Stenhammar outlined four goals for the 

2010-11 Rotary year during the fourth plenary 
session of the 2010 International Assembly  

By Donna Polydoros, Rotary International News -- 21 January 2010   
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http://www.rotary.org/en/ServiceAndFellowship/Polio/RotarysWork/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/AboutUs/TheRotaryFoundation/FutureVision/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Contribute/Funds/AnnualProgramsFund/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Contribute/Funds/PermanentFund/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.polioeradication.org/
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/RunningADistrict/FutureVisionPilotProgram/Pages/AreasofFocus.aspx
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FROM THE EDITORôS DESK ...  

Dear Readers, 

Come February, and our District commences its role as gracious hosts to the incoming GSE Team from District 7040, 
Canada. We look forward to sharing exciting moments with the team and mutual exchange of thoughts, ideas and 

experiences. 

We request all the coordinators, hosts and clubs to share with us photographs and experiences with the GSE Team. 

We shall further share the same with all our readers via pRoFound. 

February also brings the most awaited event of the year ï our District Conference ñIndradhanu 2010ò . We look 
forward to meeting you all at Khandala soon.  

 

 

 

 

Rtn PP Jeetendra Sharma  

Editor  

GROUP STUDY EXCHANGE TEAM FROM RID 7040 CANADA  

WELCOME TO R.I.D. 3131! 

On behalf of DG Deepak Purohit and all Rotarians of our District, I am delighted to welcome the GSE Team from RID 
7040, CANADA. 

RI District 3131 is part of the state of Maharashtra, which is one of the most industrialized states of India. We are close 
to Mumbai, the economic powerhouse of our country and connected to it by an expressway, which is the first such 

motorway in India.  

In our District you will travel and see a plethora of diverse geographic regions, ranging from the coastal region of 
Raigad, the mountainous  and hilly terrain of the Sahaydri Mountains and the vast Deccan Plateau with the fertile River 

basins and semi arid areas of Pune District. 

We have a rural hinterland which has an amazing diversity of agricultural crops and a vast array of agro industries. It is 

surprising to see the harmonious co existence of abundant flora and fauna with so much human habitation. We have 
the bustling metropolis of Pune City , which is the automotive hub and home of the engineering  Industry of India.  It is 

also a premier education center with numerous Universities and Colleges of every discipline in Arts, 

Science ,Commerce ,Management and Research. 

With an estimated population of 8 million people, our District has people of all religions, cultures and languages living in 

harmony and making determined efforts towards a prosperous future.  

The Rotary movement is represented by a vibrant group of 84 clubs, who are engaged innumerous Projects to help the 

poor and needy who form almost 40% of our population. The Service activities include addressing the needs related to 

Water, Health, Nutrition, Education, Environment  Protection and  urban problems.  

We hope you will enjoy your visit and stay with us and the 4 weeks will pass faster than you can imagine!  

We are sure that you will leave as honorary members  of the family of Rotary District 3131 and will return to our midst 
again and again, through not only actual visits, but through the joint service and fellowship activities that will continue 

to bind us together in the years to come.........  

Have a Great visit! 

 

 

 

 

 

Rtn Dr Madhav Borate  
DRFC Chair, RID 3131  
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TEAM LEADER : Anna J.H. Rochon  
VOCATIONAL INFORMATION :  

¶ Travel Agent ï Retired 5 years ago. Spent 20 years in that vocation as a business owner of 2 

agencies. The agency arranged cruises, holiday packages, air flights, train travel or anything that 
involved travel. 

¶ Currently is a volunteer with Canadian Blood Services. Gives High School Grade 11 Biology classes 

talks about blood types, why blood donation is important, need for blood and the need for new, young donors.  

¶ President of the local Toastmasters Club. 

VOCATIONAL INTERESTS :  

¶ Interested in learning how India operates blood donor clinics, who donates, how are more donors recruited.  

¶ Would enjoy attending a Toastmasters Club in India.  

¶ Interested in agriculture aspect of India.  

OTHER INTERESTS :  

¶ Photography, travel, hiking, gardening, and outdoor activities.  

 

TEAM MEMBER : Lianne  J. Kay  
VOCATIONAL INFORMATION :  

¶ Vocation ï Learning and Organizational Development 

¶ Years in Vocation ï 3 years 

¶ Industry ï Healthcare 

VOCATIONAL INTERESTS :  

¶ Facilitation techniques, leadership development (including talent and performance management), corporate 

curriculums/learning plans, change management approaches and methodologies, recruitment, retention, 
engagement, e-learning (training geographically dispersed staff)  

¶ Interested in more information on Institutes of Management Studies, and perhaps visiting other management 

institutes 

¶ Consortium for educational communication 

¶ Management/consulting firms 

OTHER INTERESTS :  

¶ Cultural Visits, Traditional dances/music, Temples, Significant buildings, Markets, Religious ceremonies / learning 

more about Buddhism and meditation, Scenery ï urban and rural 

 

TEAM MEMBER : Jessica  V. Brown  
VOCATIONAL INFORMATION :  

¶ Coordinator for Innovation and Special Projects at Algonquin College, a post-secondary institution at 

Ottawa 

VOCATIONAL INTERESTS :  

¶ Visiting post-secondary institutions ï Particularly interested in what other institutions are doing in 

terms of adopting new technologies, and sustainability  

¶ Visiting High Schools ï Interested in learning about the secondary school system in India  

¶ Interested in learning about some of Indiaôs customs, religions and other cultural components 

¶ Corporate Social Responsibility ï Interested in how public and private institutions in India address this subject  

OTHER INTERESTS :  

¶ Music (listening and playing), Outdoors : hiking, canoeing, kayaking, camping, Community leadership 

 

TEAM MEMBER : Marie -Claude  M. Vallee  
VOCATIONAL INFORMATION :  

¶ In the Navy, and has background in political work (degree is International Relations)  

VOCATIONAL INTERESTS :  

¶ Navy ships and the working of the Navy (Armed Forces in general) 

¶ How recruitment is done 

¶ Political work 

OTHER INTERESTS :  

¶ Visiting Hindu temples, Bollywood industry, Agricultural things 

GROUP STUDY EXCHANGE TEAM FROM RID 7040 CANADA  
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TEAM MEMBER : Tom  R. Bonhomme  
VOCATIONAL INFORMATION :  

¶ Intern Architect ï 4 years, Agriculture/Construction 

VOCATIONAL INTERESTS :  

¶ To visit different architectural firms, both large and small in size, and observe the daily functioning of 

these offices and the technology that is used to facilitate the work  

¶ To meet a range of individuals involved in the practice of architecture such a senior, junior and intern architects, 

architectural technologists, architectural modelers, interior designers, urban planners, chief building officials, and 

general contractors 

¶ To visit any buildings, monuments, temples, neighbourhoods and parks of historical or local interest  

¶ To visit construction sites in progress and of different size and program such as residential, commercial, institutional 

and industrial use to observe the way in which the buildings are being constructed and the tools being used to facili-
tate the work  

¶ To visit a range of completed buildings, both new and old, to observe how these buildings are used by the local 

population and the effects of the Indian climate on the construction  

¶ To visit companies involved in the production of fabrication of construction materials and components such as win-

dow and door fabricators, flooring suppliers, etc.  

¶ To visit a local post-secondary school of architecture, if applicable, to meet the architectural students and staff , and 

to observe the design work being undertaken and the way in which this work is evaluated and critiqued  

OTHER INTERESTS :  

¶ Participating in outdoor activities such as tennis, golf, sailing and hikingis  

¶ Visiting art and photography museums 

¶ Visiting sites of an industrial nature such as hydroelectric stations and dams 

¶ Sampling different Indian cuisine 

¶ To watch an Indian cricket match, if possible  

Dates  Region  Coordinator  Hosts  

Jan 31st ï 

Feb 3rd 

Greater Pune Rtn Shiv Kumar Sharma Rtn Srikrishna Karkare, R.C. Nigdi 
Rtn Hemant Chohan, R.C.Nigdi. 
Rtn Sudhir Kumar Mitra, R.C. Nigdi 
Rtn Pranita Alurkar, R.C.Nigdi. 
Rtn Anil Newale, R.C.Pimpri Town 

Feb 3rd ï 

Feb 5th 

Greater Pune Rtn Sanjay Shah Rtn Sanjay Shah, R.C.Talegaon Dabhade 
Rtn Udhav Chitale, R.C.Talegaon Dabhade 
Rtn Shashank Ogle, R.C.Talegaon Dabhade 
Rtn Deepak Shah, R.C.Talegaon Dabhade 
Rtn Dilip Parekh, R.C.Talegaon Dabhade 

Feb 5th ï 

Feb 7th 

District 

Conference 

Rtn Dr Dipak Kulkarni - 

Feb 8th ï 

Feb 13th 

Pune City Rtn Satish Bakre Rtn. Dhananjay (Bhai) Pandit, R.C.Poona 
Rtn Charu Shrotri, R.C.Poona West 
Rtn Satish Bakre, R.C.Pune Uptown 
Rtn Nitin Joshi, R.C.Pune Sports City 
Rtn Sumedha Bhosale, R.C.Pune Kothrud 
Rtn Deepak Shikarpur, R.C.Pune Shivajinagar (Standby) 

Feb 16th ï 

Feb 21st 

Pune Camp Rtn Anil Goel  Rtn Anil Goel, R.C.Poona Downtown 
Rtn Hasib Faquih, R.C.Pune Cantonment 
Rtn Biraj Solanke, R.C.Pune Riverside 
Rtn Satish Kothari, R.C.Pune Kalyaninagar 
Rtn Anuradha Mungee, R.C.Pune Riverside 

Feb 22nd ï 

Feb 28th 

Raigad Rtn Dr Dipak Kulkarni Rtn Arvind Dandekar, R.C.Panvel 
Rtn Vilas Kothari, R.C.New Panvel 
Rtn Anil Parmar, R.C.New Panvel 
Rtn Suhas Haldipurkar, R.C.Panvel 
Rtn Janardhan N.C., R.C. Panvel Industrial Town 

DISTRICT CHAIRMAN ï GSE INCOMING  : Rtn Anil Goel  

CO-CHAIRMAN ï GSE INCOMING   : Rtn Satish Bakre  
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UNION HEALTH MINISTER INAUGURATES POLIO NID DRIVE IN PUNE  

The first Polio National Immunization Day on 10 th January 2010 in Pune, India was 

inaugurated by Indiaôs Union Health Minister Mr Ghulam Nabi Azad, emphasizing the top 
priority placed on polio eradication by India.  

The event hosted by Pune Zilla Parishad and attended by top state and city officials 

along with the Rotary RID 3131 PolioPlus Team. The minister stressed the need for 
continued efforts to eradicate polio, even though the state of Maharashtra and Pune 

district has reported no cases since 2008. The mammoth task of vaccinating over 170 
million children nationwide during this Polio NID drive must continue until India is polio -

free, he stated.  

The minister also appreciated the tremendous work of 

Rotary International in this field and requested PP Rtn S.K.Jain, RID 3131 PolioPlus 
Counsellor to address the large audience. Later, Mr Azad administered polio doses to 

several children present.  

The RID 3131 PolioPlus team had briefed the minister earlier about the support given by 
all Rotary clubs in India towards the cause of polio eradication. The team presented the 

Union Minister Mr Azad and District Guardian minister Mr Ajit Pawar with mementoes 
and had hoisted a large balloon publicizing the polio NID dates for the occasion.    

PP Rtn Sandesh Savant  

Co-Director -  RID 3131 PolioPlus Team  

Union Health Minister Mr Ghulam Nabi Azad 
inaugurating the NID 

RID 3131 PolioPlus Coordinator PP Rtn S.K.Jain 
addressing the gathering 

VIDYANCHAL SCHOOL CR EATES POLIO AWARENESS IN PUNE  

Having been a part of Interact Club sponsored by Rotary Club of Pune Ganeshkhind, the 
students of Vidyanchal School of Aundh have been involved in community service. On 8th 
January 2010, the children took out a rally in the by lanes of Aundh Goan with banners of 
slogans creating awareness about the importance of giving 2 polio vaccine drops to 
children below 5 years. About 200 children and 5 staff members participated in the one 
hour rally through Aundh Gaon. There were also 3 Rtns and 1 Ann from the sponsoring 
club. 

The message of a healthy nation is a wealthy nation was put across by children through 
one to one interactions with citizens of Pune. Such polio awareness rallies serve a dual purpose in raising awareness about polio 
eradication and inculcating a social sense of responsibility among the Interact Club of Vidyanchal School members and the rest of 
the school.  

Rotary Club of Pune Ganeshkhind has two such Interact Clubs in Pune. Vikhe Patil School too held a similar polio awareness rally 
through the slum areas of Janawadi and Gokhale Nagar of Pune at the same time on 8th Jan 2010, two days before the first 
Polio NID of 2010. 200 school children, 5 staff members and 4 Rtns and 1 Ann took part in this rally.  

The impact of such rallies would be significant if all Rotary Clubs can get their respective Interact Clubs to hold such even ts in 
their areas all over Pune. A matter of one hour on the Friday morning before NID Sunday would go a long way to eradicate poli o 
in India.  

POLIO DONATION CARDS  
LETTER FROM DG SENT TO ALL CLUB PRESIDENTS  

Dear Rtn. President, 

Greetings from D.G.Deepak. 

I am pleased with overwhelming response to Polio Donation cards given by Rotarians & Presidents of all the Clubs in the 
District. Rotarians are collecting large amounts of Funds for the Polio Gates Challenge. We would like to recognise the 

large fund raising Clubs in the District Conference on 6/7 th Feb 2010 at Khandala. 

The Donations Collected in Cash or Cheque/D.D by different Rotarians of the Club can be deposited in your Club or your 

Clubs Trust Account. The same amount can be transferred to the District Welfare Fund (Account no. 
18904000028750, IDBI BANK PANVEL), by Cheque / Electronic Transfer by 1st February 2010.  

You can continue collecting Funds for Polio by way of Donation Cards beyond 1st Feb up to March. The entire collected 

fund should reach District Welfare Fund Account before 20th / 25 th of March, which is the last date for payment. These 
funds will be sent to Rotary Foundation as early as possible after they are received with details of the names of the Ro-

tarians collecting the same. Please give all the details; i.e. the names of Rotarians from your Clubs who have collected 
the Funds with the respective amount collected; to the district office with cc to District Polio Plus Director Rtn. Dr. Giris h 

Gune. 

Thanking You, 

Yours in Rotary Service, 

 

Dr Deepak Purohit  
District Governor, RID 3131  
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END POLIO NOW STARS  

January's End Polio Now star is the Rotaract Club of Coastal Carolina University in 

South Carolina, USA. 

On 16 November, purple finger nails began appearing on pinkie fingers all over the Coastal 
Carolina University campus as part of Purple Pinkie Day, held by members of the 

university's Rotaract club to raise money for polio eradication. Members of the sponsor 
Rotary Club of Carolina Forest Sunrise joined them for this special day on campus. The 

Carolina Forest Chick-fil-A also was present, offering free chicken biscuits, coupons, and an 
interactive game. 

The students were inspired by the practice of painting children's fingernails purple once they've received the polio 

vaccine. More than 400 students and faculty participated in the Purple Pinkie Day, raising over US$700 to support 

Rotary's efforts to eradicate polio. Purple pinkies flooded the campus, reminding each and every donor how a small 
contribution can save one more child from the poliovirus.  

 If you have an End Polio Now success story to share, e-mail it to  rotary's200millionchallenge@rotary.org, and you could 

be featured in a future issue!  

 Learn more about the campaign and help End Polio Now at www.rotary.org/endpolio .  

END OF POLIO WITHIN SIGHT  

You're almost there, was the message reporter Penny LeGate gave to district 

governors-elect during the 2010 International Assembly in an update on Rotary's 
efforts to eradicate polio.  

LeGate, a news anchor and reporter for KIRO-TV in Seattle, Washington, USA, has 

traveled with Rotarians to countries such as Ethiopia and India to participate in and 
report on National Immunization Days (NIDs).  

"At this time in history, you're in the home stretch, you're walking the last mile, but 

it's not proving to be easy," she said during the fourth plenary session.  

Since 1985, when Rotary launched PolioPlus, the volunteer arm of the global 
partnership to eradicate polio, the number of polio -endemic countries has declined 

from 125 to 4 -- Afghanistan, India, Nigeria and Pakistan -- and the number of new 
polio cases each year has been reduced from 350,000 to 2,000. 

Security problems, political instability, and poor infrastructure and sanitation continue 

to pose challenges to eradicating the disease, said LeGate. 

But political negotiations and new technology have helped Rotarians rise to meet these challenges. In Pakistan, medical 
teams send text messages to people in remote villages to notify them of upcoming NIDs. In Afghanistan, Days of 

Tranquility have been declared so vaccine can be delivered at less of a risk to health workers and recipients. 

LeGate also emphasized the importance of Rotary's international reputation and its ability to gain the confidence of 

philanthropic organizations such as the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, which has given Rotary two challenge grants 
totaling US$355 million. 

"As a reporter, I've loved telling your story," she professed. "I'm hooked."  

By Donna Polydoros, RI News-20 Jan 2010   

Seattle news anchor Penny LeGate tells incoming 

district governors they are almost there in the effort to 

eradicate polio. Rotary Images/Monika Lozinska-Lee 

Australia's Sydney Opera House is illuminated with the End Polio Now logo 23 February. The message 

was projected onto a number of iconic landmarks worldwide in honor of Rotary's 104th anniversary. 
Photo by Mark Wallace 

mailto:rotary's200millionchallenge@rotary.org
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102691448518&s=19566&e=001Q2cfUJWfDZaXsT8470baBjaVlLBAwrx4Vhg6SRxMjDE9Pgo9jNwnqrEgFaLxn5kHIPFi2o-FOhjVoarmPMLiJl9_8_qbwHP49QkgZNVLpukSXh8Q0Uq3ea82rHk-QkRr
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PEACE FELLOW PRAISES ROTARY PEACE CENTERS 

Rotary Peace Fellow Nai-Hua Wu thanked Rotary for the opportunity to learn about conflict 

resolution and said the experience was the best of her life.  

"I truly feel that this world is a better place because of Rotariansô efforts," Wu said during 
the fifth plenary session of the 2010 International Assembly. "I want you to know that I am 

extremely grateful for the experience and that the investment you have made in this 
program is well worth it."  

During her graduate studies at the University of Oklahoma, the Taiwanese-born student 

was sponsored by Rotary Foundation Trustee Ron Burton and District 5770 (Oklahoma, 
USA) to apply to the Rotary Centers for International Studies in peace and conflict 

resolution. 

"I was not a U.S. citizen, but they sponsored me anyway. It was my first experience with 
what Rotary is all about. There is no division of nationality, and Rotarians work together for 

a better world," she said.  

Wu was accepted and, from 2005 to 2007, she attended the Rotary Peace Center at 

International Christian University in Tokyo. Upon graduating, she received two job offers, 
one from the United Nations in New York City and one to work for 2004 Nobel Peace Prize 

laureate Wangari Maathai in Kenya. 

"If you were me, I am pretty sure you would have made the same choice as I did. I chose 
to go to Kenya and worked for Wangari Maathai and her daughter at their organization, the Green Belt Movement," she 

said. 

More than 400 alumni have graduated from the Rotary Peace Centers program, many of whom now work for high -
profile nongovernmental and international organizations such as the United Nations and the World Bank. 

Wu is now an assistant manager in the human resources department of the Standard Chartered Bank of Taiwan. She 

works for the head of the department and is responsible for talent -management projects. 

By Donna Polydoros, RI News-21 Jan 2010   

Rotary Peace Fellow Nai-Hua Wu thanked 
Rotary for the opportunity to learn about 

conflict resolution and said the experience 
was the best of her life. Rotary Images/Alyce 

AFGHANISTAN FIRST TO USE NEW POLIO VACCI NE 

A new oral polio vaccine, developed to stop the transmission of the type 1 and type 3 

wild polioviruses simultaneously, made its world debut during 15 -17 December 
Subnational Immunization Days in Afghanistan. 

An estimated 2.8 million children received the vaccine during the campaign, which was 

funded by the Canadian government. 

According to the World Health Organization, the bivalent vaccine is also intended for 
introduction in India and Nigeria by late January and is expected to be a critical new tool 

in the Global Polio Eradication Initiative. 

Of the three wild polioviruses, known as types 1, 2, and 3, type 2 hasnôt been seen 
anywhere in the world since 1999. This achievement led to the development of 

monovalent vaccines, which provide more effective protection against a single type than 
the traditional trivalent vaccine. In a clinical field trial completed in June, the newly 

developed bivalent vaccine proved to be at least 30 percent more effective than the 

trivalent vaccine and almost as good as the monovalent vaccines. 

As of 22 December, Afghanistan reported 31 polio cases in 2009, 28 of which occurred in the southern region. Families 
there are frequently on the move because of the changing security situation, limiting health workersô access to children. 

The bivalent vaccine simplifies the logistics of optimally protecting each child.  

ñThe new vaccine will allow us to save time and energy and reach, eventually, many more children,ò said Sheila Noor, 
one of 21,000 health workers deployed by the Afghan Ministry of Health. ñWe explain to every mother that this time a 

new vaccine is used that will protect their children even better. They appreciate it.ò 

One reason health workers encountered little resistance during the immunization campaign was the effectiveness of 
social mobilizers. Before the effort began, volunteers trained by WHO, UNICEF, and the health ministry visited homes 

and explained the importance of vaccination. 

Another reason was the agreement of Taliban leaders to allow immunization in the areas they control. Health workers 
who went house to house to vaccinate children carried letters from these leaders endorsing the campaign.  

The ongoing effort to end polio in the country is staunchly supported by Rotaryôs Afghanistan PolioPlus Committee, 

chaired by Ajmal Pardis, a member of the Rotary Club of Jalalabad. 

ñEighty-four percent of Afghans live in parts that are polio -free, and they are not being reinfected despite the vast 
movement [of people] we have in this country,ò said WHO spokesperson Peter Graaff. ñWe are doing quite well, even in 

areas that are either disputed or under control of insurgents.ò 

A health worker administers the new bivalent oral 
polio vaccine to a child in Jalalabad, Afghanistan. 

Photo courtesy of UNICEF  

By Dan Nixon, RI News-14 January 2010   

http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/EducationalPrograms/RotaryCentersForInternationalStudies/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/EducationalPrograms/RotaryCentersForInternationalStudies/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.who.int/
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Past Rotary Ambassadorial Scholars, Rotary Peace Fellows, and Group Study Exchange 

participants enjoy getting together at the annual Rotary Alumni Celebration for a variety of 
reasons. Here are the top five from those who attended the 2008 and 2009 events.  

Networking  

The Rotary Alumni Celebration offers an unparalleled opportunity to connect with other 

Rotary alumni and learn about their work in the world. "We want to stay in touch and keep 

international relations going to further peace and world understanding," says Jürgen 
Wente, a member of the Rotary Club of München-Land, Germany, and 1983-84 

Ambassadorial Scholar to the United States. 

It's also an opportunity to meet Rotarians from around the world. Wente notes that during 
the 2008 celebration in Los Angeles, members of the Rotary Club of Manhattan Beach, 

California, graciously provided homestays for 20 alumni from Germany. 

Speakers  

The keynote address is always a highlight of the celebration, says Gulam Vahanvaty, a 

member of the Rotary Club of Mumbai Downtown, Maharashtra, India, and 1977 -78 GSE 
team member to the United States.  

The keynote speaker at the 2009 Rotary Alumni Celebration in Birmingham, England, was 

former World Bank executive and former Ambassadorial Scholar Jean-François Rischard, 
author of High Noon: 20 Global Problems and 20 Years to Solve Them . Following 

Rischardôs talk, panel discussions focused on key global problems and possible solutions. 

"I came away feeling quite exhilarated at the opportunities that Rotary and Rotarians have 
to make a real difference in solving some of the worldôs most intractable problems," says 

Peter Kyle, a member of the Rotary Club of Capitol Hill (Washington, D.C.) and 1973-74 
Ambassadorial Scholar from New Zealand to the United States. 

RI Convention  

The RI Convention, which takes place just after the alumni celebration, offers exciting 
speakers, the House of Friendship, and social events. Keynote speakers at the 2010 RI 

Convention include Greg Mortenson, author of the international bestseller Three Cups of 
Tea , and Jo Luck, president and CEO of Heifer International. 

"The Rotary Foundation invested in you, and this is an opportunity to learn about the many other programs and 

priorities of Rotary," says Past RI Director Ken Morgan, member of a 1977-78 GSE team from the United States to 
Denmark. "And the Montréal celebration will be a great event."  

Visibility  

Similarly, the alumni celebration and alumni presence at the RI Convention remind Rotarians of the work being done by 
alumni, which reinforces the value of Rotaryôs educational programs. 

"The alumni celebration is an opportunity to provide Rotary leaders from around the world a focus on the importance of 

alumni," Morgan says. 

Fun  

Networking, speakers, and panel discussions are all among the key reasons to attend, says Johanna Schubert, president 

of the Rotary Foundation Alumni Deutschland (2005-06 Ambassadorial Scholar, Germany to Wales). But one of the best 
things about the alumni celebration, she says, is that "it's simply a lot of fun."  

Others agree. "Once you have experienced the buzz of a Rotary convention and the alumni celebration, you will want to 

be associated with this extraordinary organization for the rest of your life," Kyle says.  

FIVE GOOD REASONS TO ATTEND THE ROTARY A LUMNI CELEBRATION  
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By Jennifer Lee Atkin, RI News-14 Jan 2010   

RI President-elect Ray Klinginsmith (1961-62 
Ambassadorial Scholar, USA to South Africa) 

addresses the 2009 Rotary Alumni Celebration 
in Birmingham, England. Rotary Images  

Alumni from India enjoy networking at the 
2009 alumni celebration in Birmingham. From 

left: Past District Governor Sarat Babu 
Chilukuri (2004-05 GSE team leader to Korea), 

Past District Governor K. Soma Sundera Sai 

(1980-81 GSE team leader to USA), Past 
District Governor Sam Movva (1993-94 GSE 

team leader to Canada, USA), and Past District 

Governor Gulam Vahanvaty (1977-78 GSE 
team member to USA). Rotary Images  
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