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In Rotary, we recognize March as Literacy Month. This is when we focus on the importance of literacy and education in 
our humanitarian service. In my decades as a Rotarian, both at home in Alabama, USA, and abroad, I have seen again 
and again what a critical role literacy plays in a healthy and productive life. Being literate does not just mean having the 
ability to read a book or a newspaper. Being literate means being able to comprehend the instructions on a medicine 
bottle, a set of directions, or a job posting. It means understanding the note written by a childôs teacher. It means being 
able to use a computer, follow a recipe, or apply for a mortgage. Literacy means being part of the larger society. It 
means inclusion, and it means empowerment. 

Those who cannot read or write, whether they are children or adults, are cut off from important information in ways too 
numerous to count. They are less likely to be healthy and more likely to be poor. And perhaps most critical of all, parents 
who cannot read are more likely to raise children who cannot read ï perpetuating the cycle of illiteracy, and of poverty. 

As a Rotarian and in my profession, I have seen so many simple and creative ways to break this cycle. Whether it is by 
volunteering in schools, by bringing education and training to adults, or simply by ensuring that all children have the 
books and supplies they need, we in Rotary can do so much. We can help others learn to read ï and learn to help 
themselves. 

 

Glenn E. Estess Sr.  

Foundation Trustee Chair 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR -  
EMPOWERING PEOPLE THROUGH LITERACY 
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ZONES 4 & 6A TRF CONTRIBUTIONS AS OF JANUARY 2010 

Dear Zones 4 & 6A District Governors & TRF Team, 
  
I am happy to share with you the TRF contribution figures 
received from RI for the period July 2009 upto January 2010. 
  
The Global contributions are at $80.2 million representing an 
increase of 6.4% over the same period in the previous year. 
  
Zones 4 & 6A Total contribution of $1.25 million reflects an 
increase of 26% over the same period in the previous year. 
  
Total contribution from India at $2.23 million reflects an 
increase of 21% over the same period in the previous year. 
  
The top five contributing districts from Zones 4 & 6A are as 
below: 
  

1. 3060    $ 1,98,645 

2. 3291    $ 1,76,964 

3. 3140    $ 1.74,013 

4. 3131    $ 1,51,237 

5. 3010    $ 1,41,146 

 
Please continue with your efforts in reaching the contribution 
targets of your respective districts. 
  
I wish you all the very best. 
  
Kind regards. 
  
Yash Das  
RRFC Zones 4 & 6A 

ZONES 4 & 6A CONTRIBUTIONS AS OF JANUARY 2010 

District 2009-2010 Target 
Contr upto JAN - 

09 
Contr upto JAN 

- 10 
% Change 

3010  $         700,000   $      73,794   $    141,146  91% 

3030  $         300,000   $      28,335   $        5,693  -80% 

3040  $            40,000   $      12,571   $             -63  -101% 

3050  $         137,000   $      43,123   $      15,304  -65% 

3060  $         505,000   $      46,749   $    198,645  325% 

3070  $         100,000   $      36,610   $      40,180  10% 

3080  $         364,000   $      81,209   $      99,739  23% 

3090  $            25,000   $            100   $        3,940    

3100  $            50,000   $      65,934   $      31,602  -52% 

3110  $         100,000   $      37,162   $      36,580  -2% 

3120  $            50,000   $      23,124   $      14,458  -37% 

3131  $         368,000   $      71,539   $    151,237  111% 

3132  $         412,000   $      26,690   $      19,914  -25% 

3140  $      1,650,000   $    230,954   $    174,013  -25% 

3240  $         100,000   $      70,048   $      42,015  -40% 

3250  $         150,000   $        4,518   $      18,175  302% 

3260  $            60,000   $      32,387   $      23,859  -26% 

3291  $         500,000   $      58,251   $    176,964  204% 

3292  $         150,000   $      52,245   $      63,250  21% 

Zones     
4 & 6A   $      5,761,000   $    995,343   $ 1,256,652  26% 

        

INDIA 
TARGET  $ 1,000,000.00   $ 1,842,699   $ 2,237,438  21% 



WALKING HAND IN HAND 
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FROM THE EDITORôS DESK ... 

Dear Readers, 

The District Conference ñIndradhanuò in February lived up to its colourful grandeur, and the impact of colours 
continues into March as we all come together to celebrate the Festival of Colours ñHoliò! 

Holi signifies triumph of good over evil and spreads the message of peace. Similarly, Rotarians world over, stand 
together for the promotion of international understanding and world peace. The Rotary Peace Centers is a continued 
initiative in this direction. This issue shares more information on this effort and a call for Rotary Peace Fellow 
applications for the next academic year. 

Our District has successfully completed the Group Study Exchange program for the current year, and with a heavy 
heart we bid goodbye to our newly found friends from RID 7040. We thank them for their visit and look forward to be in 
continued contact. 

 

 

Rtn PP Jeetendra Sharma 

Editor 

WARM SEND-OFF TO VISITING GSE TEAM 

The Group Study Exchange (GSE) Team from RI District District 7040, comprising of 
parts of Quebec & Ontario in Canada, recently concluded its visit to our District.  

The Team was given a very warm send-off at Hotel Central Park by Rotarians of the 
host District 3131. The send-off was attended by senior Rotarians including DRFC 
Rtn Dr Madhav Borate, DGE Rtn Pramod Jejurikar, Rtn Deepak Shikarpur, and was 
hosted by Ann Neeru and Rtn Anil Goel (District Chairman - GSE Incoming). 

The visiting GSE team was led by Rtn Anna Rochon, with Team members  Jessica 
Brown, Lianne Kay, Marie-Claude Vallee, and Tom Bonhomme.  

pRoFound thanks all the Rotarians, Anns and their families who played host to the 
visiting GSE Team, and also spent time and made efforts to ensure that the GSE 
Team members had a fruitful and memorable experience. 
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GATES CHALLENGE POLIO FUND RAISING 

Raising Awareness & Funds from non-Rotarians 

¶ Rotarians requested to collect Rs 500 each from 5 non-Rotarians friends and relatives & 
give them placard receipts and polio information. Rotarians will get credit for Rs 2500 from 
TRF & Special Polio Pin from the district. This is minimum amount for each Rotarian. 

¶ Additional Receipt Booklets & details can be obtained from the District Polio Team. 

¶ Presidents, Members and Clubs meeting/exceeding targets will receive special recognition 
on 4

th
 April 2010 at hands of senior RI officers like TRF Trustee Rtn Ashok Mahajan. 

¶ Club Presidents to send Gates Polio collections to ñDISTRICT WELFARE FUNDò (A/C No: 
18904000028750, IDBI Bank, Panvel). Please send the collections to the District before 
31st March 2010 along with the receipts counterfoils & details. 

 
Rtn Girish Gune 
District Director - Polio Plus Committee 
98203 02155, gunehospital@yahoo.co.in 

MANALI TREK ï WALK FOR THOSE WHO CANôT & RAISE FUNDS FOR POLIO ERADICATION 

¶ RID 3131 with RC Pen Orion is organizing a Fun Trekking program to Manali/Solang 
in May/June 2010 

¶ Two Groups: 23rd May to 31st May & 28th May to 5th June 2010 

¶ Cost: Rs 13,000 (Delhi Manali Delhi, triple sharing) &   Rs 16,000 (Delhi Manali 
Delhi, couple sharing) each 

¶ DG Deepak & First Lady Veena & RIPN Kalyan Banerjee & Ann Binota will join us in 
the overlapping period between the 2 groups 

¶ Join & Enjoy the Fun, Fellowship and Treks plus raise funds for Polio Eradication as 
well 

Program Coordinator Rtn Subodh Joshi 
92268 68555, rtnsubodh@gmail.com  

mailto:gunehospital@yahoo.co.in
mailto:rtnsubodh@gmail.com
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CALL FOR ROTARY PEACE FELLOW APPLICATIONS  

Rotary International District 3131 is seeking non-Rotarian 
professionals interested in expanding their knowledge in 
international relations, public administration, sustainable 
development, peace studies and conflict resolution or a related field.   
 

Each year, up to 110 Rotary Peace Fellowships (50 masterôs degree fellowships and 60 professional development 
certificate fellowships) are offered on a competitive basis at six prestigious Rotary Centers around the world. These 
Fellowships are valued upwards to US $60,000.00. 
 
Participants in the masterôs degree program gain access to: 
 

¶ Two years of Rotary-funded graduate study toward a masterôs degree at one of our six Rotary 
Centers  

¶ Training in the root causes of conflict, theories of international relations, and effective models of 
cooperation, conflict resolution, and negotiation. 

¶ A growing network of committed alumni employed around the world in diplomacy, government, 
non-governmental organizations and private corporations. 

 

"In these uncertain times, there is a growing demand for well trained international leaders to promote national and 
international cooperation and peace throughout their lives, in their careers and through service activities," said Rotarian 
Dr. Edward Blender, Chairman of the Rotary Centers Major Gifts Initiative. 
  
Rotarian Blender continued, ñThe Rotary World Peace Fellowship program was developed with the goal of meeting 
emerging 21st century challenges with people skilled in the art of diplomacy, mediation and conflict resolution.ò 
 
For eligibility and application information, please visit this website:  
http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/EducationalPrograms/RotaryCentersForInternationalStudies/Pages/
HowToApply.aspx 
 
The fellowships are for study at one of seven Rotary Centers for International Studies in Pence and conflict resolution. 
Upon completion, fellows will be awarded: 

¶ a master's degree in peace and conflict resolution and related areas 

¶ or a professional certificate in peace and conflict studies. 
  
Some candidates may opt for a three-month professional development certificate program at Chulalongkorn University 
in Bangkok, Thailand. 
  
During their studies, Rotary World Peace Fellows will work to advance knowledge of issues related to peace causes of 
conflict and world understanding.  
  
Rotary World Peace Fellowships are for up to two academic years and provide funding for Tuition, round-trip 
transportation, University fees, room, board, and other limited expense up to US $60,000.00. 
  
Each year, up to 110 Rotary Peace Fellowships are offered on a competitive basis at prestigious Rotary Centers around 
the world, established by the Rotary Foundation.  
 

The application deadline to the Rotary Foundation is July 1, 2010. The selection process 
completes in October and classes will begin in January 2011 and August 2011. 
 

Candidates for the 2011-2012 academic term should send their applications to Rotary clubs 
now. After district interviews, applications must be received at Rotary Headquarters by 1 
July 2010. 
 
 
For further details, please contact : 
 
Rtn. Dr. Dipak Kulkarni 
Director - Educational Programs 
Email : drdipakkulkarni@gmail.com, Mobile : 9820436342 

http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/EducationalPrograms/RotaryCentersForInternationalStudies/Pages/HowToApply.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/EducationalPrograms/RotaryCentersForInternationalStudies/Pages/HowToApply.aspx


Page : 5 pRoFound - March 2010 

THE ROTARY PEACE CENTERS - HOW DID IT ALL START? 

Source : `Our Foundation ó Newsletter 

Rotary World Peace Fellows are leaders promoting national and international cooperation, peace, and the successful 
resolution of conflict throughout their lives, in their careers, and through service activities.  

Fellows can earn either a masterôs degree (in international relations, public administration, sustainable development, 
peace studies, conflict resolution, or a related field) or a professional development certificate in peace and conflict 
resolution. 

Each year, up to 110 Rotary World Peace Fellowships (60 masterôs degree fellowships and 50 professional 
development certificate fellowships) are offered on a competitive basis at these Rotary Centers, which operate in 
partnership with leading universities (centers offer masterôs degree unless noted otherwise): 

¶ Duke University and University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, USA 

¶ International Christian University, Tokyo, Japan 

¶ Universidad del Salvador, Buenos Aires, Argentina 

¶ University of Bradford, West Yorkshire, England 

¶ University of Queensland, Brisbane, Australia 

¶ Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thailand (professional development certificate center) 

Rotarians have long dreamed of creating a Rotary sponsored academy to promote world understanding and 
peace. Over the past 25 years, a variety of initiatives have been proposed to make this dream a reality. In 1996 
under the leadership of Rotary Foundation Trustee Chair Rajendra Saboo, a committee was formed to consider 
the concept of an educational center, institute, or university dedicated to Paul Harris as a way of 

commemorating the 50th Anniversary of this death in 1947. 

This Rotary Foundation committee was composed of four Rotarians with professional backgrounds and experience in 
higher education, this committee explored a variety of academic models and ultimately recommended the creation of 
Paul Harris Centers for International Studies at several universities worldwide. 

At these centers, fellows would obtain a graduate degree focusing on issues related to international relations, conflict 
resolution, and peace studies. 

The Foundation Trustees adopted this proposal in principle and appointed a committee of Rotarians to fully develop the 
plan. 

Over the next two years this committee created a conceptual plan for the centers, reviewed university proposals, and 
conducted site visits at universities interested in hosting a center. In 1999, the Trustees approved the plan to partner 
with universities to establish the Rotary Centers for International Studies in peace and conflict resolution. 

The centers were so named to increase public awareness of Rotaryôs commitment to peace and because Paul Harrisôs 
name is not well known outside of the Rotary world. 

The Rotary Centers Committee considered more than 100 universities and based their final recommendations to the 
Trustees on such specific criteria as geographic diversity, the universityôs willingness to work with The Rotary 
Foundation, superior faculty, and an established degree program with a core curriculum in international relations, peace, 
and conflict resolution. 

Rotary World Peace Fellows began traveling abroad to pursue a masterôs degree at the Rotary Centers for International 
Studies in 2002. 

In 2006, a short-term peace studies pilot program was launched that would serve as an alternative to the Rotary Centers 
for International Studies program. The program would enhance Rotaryôs existing work to support International peace 
studies. This short-term peace studies program would attract middle-to upper-level professionals who could arrange to  
be away from their employment for just a few months. It would also provide a lower cost option to The Rotary 
Foundation and more immediate returns on Rotaryôs investment in world understanding and peace. 

In 2008, The Rotary Foundation Trustees approved the short-term option as a permanent offering within the Rotary 
Center for International Studies program, thereby providing interested applicants with a variety of courses and duration. 

Rotary World Peace Fellowships for masterôs degree and professional development certificate study will now be housed 
under one roof. This change allows applicants to apply simultaneously for both options by including all six Rotary 
Centers in their preferencing options. 

The Rotary Center at Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok, Thailand, will continue to offer two training sessions each 
year, January-April and June-August. Applications for both sessions will now be due at the same time as applications for 
the masterôs degree option: by July 1st. Selection of masterôs degree fellows and professional development certificate 
fellow will take place once a year. 

Rotary World Peace Fellowships are offered on a world-competitive basis. Each Rotary district may submit as 
many applicants as they deem qualified for competition in the worldwide annual selection process. All districts 
are encouraged to recruit qualified applicants for the fellowship and nominate candidate(s) for the annual world 

competition. 

Please visit the Rotary International website www.rotary.org for more information. Right now is the time to start recruiting 
peace fellow candidates for the 2011 fellowship year. For applications visit: http://www.rotary.org/rotarycenters. 

http://www.rotary.org
http://www.rotary.org/rotarycenters


Although advancing the cause of world peace was not one of the original ideas behind 
Rotary, the concept took such a strong hold so early on that peace and Rotary have 

come to be inextricably linked in the minds of anyone familiar with the organization.  

In 1914, at the onset of World War I, delegates to Rotaryôs international convention in 
Houston adopted a resolution that called for the convening of an international peace 
conference and urged all Rotarians to support worthy efforts such as the international peace 
movement. In September of that year, the Rotary Club of Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA, 
submitted a proposal to the International Association of Rotary Clubs asking that Rotarians 
become advocates for peace in their communities. 

In 1922, as the organization took the name Rotary International, the fourth object of Rotary 
was ratified: "The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace through 
a world fellowship of business and professional persons united in the ideal of service." 

At the convention in Havana in 1940, delegates approved a resolution that identified 
"freedom, justice, truth, sanctity of the pledged word, and respect for human rights" as "vital 
to international peace" and called on each Rotarian to protect these principles. Even as 
World War II was raging, Rotarians were able to organize a conference in London, attended 
by representatives of 21 countries that laid out a plan for peace. This led to the formation of 
an international group that would later evolve into UNESCO, but not before the historic 1945 
meeting in San Francisco at which the United Nations was chartered. About 40 Rotarians 
took part as delegates and observers at that meeting. Rotary played a critical role in the formative days of the UN, with 
five Rotarians elected to the post of president of the General Assembly during the first 12 years. 

Throughout the second half of the century, Rotarians around the world continued to work for peace as individuals and in 
their local clubs, both through financial contributions and a wide range of projects to improve the quality of peoples' lives 
through health care and education. In 2002, The Rotary Foundation embarked on a new initiative that will help it imprint 
its peacemaking mark on the 21st century: an international studies program in conflict resolution at seven peace centers 
at prestigious universities on five continents. 

With more than 400 alumni of the Rotary Centers for International Studies in peace and conflict resolution working in 
peace-related jobs throughout the world, Rotary is well on the way to achieving its goal of inspiring a new generation of 
peacemakers. 

ROTARY PEACE CENTERS UPDATE 

In October, The Rotary Foundation's Rotary Peace Centers Committee voted to put into motion new items that 
affect the Rotary Peace Centers. 

Nomenclature: As you might have noticed, we have a new name! The committee voted to 
change the colloquial name from Rotary Centers to Rotary Peace Centers. The full and 
formal name will continue as Rotary Centers for International Studies in peace and conflict 
resolution. However, when referring to the program it is now Rotary Peace Centers and 
fellows are now Rotary Peace Fellows. 

Admissions: The committee voted that a minimum of three years must pass between the 
date of completion of a candidateôs Ambassadorial Scholarship, and the date of application 
for a Rotary Peace Fellowship (masterôs degree). 

This three-year wait is also true for any Rotary Peace Fellow who participated in the short-
term certificate program at Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok, Thailand. They too must wait a full three years before 
applying to an MA program. 

Another important decision that affects the fellowship is that NO fellow who has been awarded a masterôs degree 
through the Rotary Peace Fellow program will be eligible for the short-term certificate program at Chulalongkorn 
University. However, a fellow who participated in the certificate program is eligible for the for a masterôs program (after 
the three-year wait). 

Applications: The committee voted for applicants to choose between the certificate program and the masterôs program. 
Applicants can no longer seek admission to both programs simultaneously. Only one application is allowed per 
applicant; therefore, an applicant cannot have one application for the certificate program and another for the masterôs 
program. There is a new 2011 application available on the Rotary Peace Centers website. Moving forward we will no 
longer accept outdated applications; please advise any interested applicant to obtain the latest edition and spread news 
of the update to those who need to know. 

The 1 July 2010 application deadline remains the same. 

Selection: In addition to the October selection committee there will now be an August subcommittee that will select 
fellows for the January session at Chulalongkorn University. The August selection will only be for January applicants and 
will have no impact on applicants to the masterôs programs. If your district is sponsoring an applicant who wants to 
attend the January 2011 session it is imperative that their application and all supporting documents be submitted by the 
1 July deadline. 

For questions or assistance, please contact Carly Dachis at +1 847-866-3307 or carly.dachis@rotary.org 

Rotary International News -- 3 February 2010   
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GLOBAL OUTLOOK 
By Paul Engleman -- February 2010  

Rotary Peace Fellow Nai-Hua Wu recently 

spoke to incoming district governors at the 

2010 International Assembly in San Diego, 

California, USA. Rotary Images/Alyce 

http://www.rotary.org/en/studentsandyouth/educationalprograms/Rotarycentersforinternationalstudies.aspx


Page : 7 

ROTARY PEACE CENTERS ALUMNI SOUND OFF 

Global Outlook asked four peacemakers trained with support from Rotary about their vision for peace. 
The roundtable below is offered in observation of World Understanding and Peace Day, 23 February.  

Global Outlook: What gives you hope that peace can be achieved? 

Maria Saifuddin Effendi (University of Bradford, England, 2006-08) is an assistant 
professor in the Department of Peace and Conflict Studies at National Defence University 
in Islamabad, Pakistan: At the international level, my ray of hope is charity work, social 
welfare, and service. Peace can be achieved by addressing human security issues, from 
food and water security and environment preservation to economic prosperity and free 
education. Once these issues are identified and addressed, people will fight less; there 
will be fewer conflicts in the world. 

Godfrey Mukalazi (University of Queensland, Australia, 2004-06) is a cofounder of the 
Great Lakes Center for Conflict Resolution in Kampala, Uganda: The success stories of 
conflict resolution and peace-building around the world create great hope in me that 
someday our efforts will yield good results. Though peace cannot be realized in a 
specified time, the little bits we contribute every day will create a tremendous change 
someday. 

Arnoldas Pranckeviļius (Sciences Po, France, 2002-04) is the administrator of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the European Parliament in Brussels, Belgium: What 
gives me the greatest hope is the example of the European Union, where I live and which 
I serve. When I look at this area of peace, stability, and democracy that the EU managed 
to create on the continent which only last century gave birth to the two most devastating 
wars and to the most brutal totalitarian regimes in the worldôs history, I begin to believe 
that peace is possible. 

GO: In your work, what do you see as the greatest obstacle to resolving conflict and achieving peace? 

Cecilia Nedziwe (University of Queensland, Australia, 2006-08) is the operations director at the Centre for Peace 
Initiatives in Africa, a regional peace organization based in Harare, Zimbabwe: Obstacles to peace are at various levels. 
Many things have gone wrong in Zimbabwe due to misinformation or lack of information as a result of a polarized, 
divided, and politicized media. Here, reform of the media requires urgent attention. 

Mukalazi: With respect to my country, the major obstacle is bad leadership. Poor political leaders have created and 
escalated conflict by engaging in maladministration of state affairs, misappropriation of state funds, and suppression of 
the opposition. They have failed to deliver social services to our citizens, thereby sparking conflict. 

GO: What do you think Rotarians can do, as individuals or in club projects, to help move us toward world peace? 

Effendi: The Rotary World Peace Fellowships program is an excellent initiative of Rotarians. But people can [reap] the 
benefits only after going through a tough competition at the international level. I would like to suggest that regional 
Rotary clubs introduce 10-day peace workshops at the regional level, which could be attended by students and 
professionals of conflict resolution and peace studies. Such workshops will spread the word of peace throughout the 
conflict-prone areas. People will become more aware and well informed. 

GO: Humans have been in conflict for thousands of years, leading many people to think that the goal of peace requires 
changing human nature. What makes you believe this is possible? 

Nedziwe:  I am not a Quaker, but I subscribe to their belief in the worth of every person and faith ð in the power of love 
to overcome violence and injustice. I believe that the goal of peace should be guided by the power of love, which 
changes human nature. This is a challenging and daunting task. The Rotary Foundation is leading the way through polio 
[eradication], providing communities with clean water, and in empowering young people by providing them with 
educational opportunities. These efforts are very commendable and should continue. 

Effendi: Human nature is not innately destructive. When people are ignored by the social system and suppressed by 
their fellow beings, they raise their voices against the economic, political, or social ills. If their voices remain unheard, 
their emotions transform into frustration. We need to provide the conditions that enable human beings to grow at their 
best. 

GO: What recent developments ð political changes or events ð give you an increased sense of hope? 

Nedziwe: In the case of Zimbabwe, despite the challenges faced in past years, the formation of the all-inclusive 
government has brought some sense of relief in many quarters. Although the first all-stakeholders conference was 
disrupted by spoilers, there is still a great sense of hope and political will among the parties to move toward a people-
driven constitution. Furthermore, the initiative by the all-inclusive government to move toward national healing, 
reconciliation, and an integration process is commendable despite the fact that the sincerity of the leadership remains 
questionable to some extent. 

Pranckeviļius: I often ask myself how the world will look in 20 or 50 years. Will it be a world of strong international 
institutions and supremacy of international law, or a world defined by narrow national interests and unilateral action? Will 
it be a world of sustainable development with the gains of globalization available to everybody, or a world of economic 
protectionism, rising inequalities, and exploding poverty in places like Africa? It is [critical] to come up with a long-term 
vision for our planet and to know the direction we would like to move in the future. The concerted effort of the 
international community to tackle the enormous challenges of the global economic crisis and climate change provides a 
glimpse of hope that we are moving in the right direction. 

Mukalazi: The reconciliation developments in Australia regarding the recognition of the Aborigines, the political trends in 
the United States, the situation in South Africa ð these are precursors of a green light toward world understanding that 
is sweeping the globe. 

Global Outlook asked four Rotary Peace 

Fellows about their vision for peace. Clockwise 

from top left, Maria Saifuddin Effendi, Godfrey 

Mukalazi, Arnoldas Pranckeviļius, and Cecilia 

Nedziwe. 

Rotary International News -- 23 February 2010  
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In today's turbulent economy, Rotarians are finding innovative ways to finance 
humanitarian efforts by making use of their District Designated Fund  (DDF) for grant 
projects and partnering with other Rotary clubs and organizations. 

"I feel the current environment has brought a new creativity and incentive to cooperate 
and collaborate," said Judith Slawny, treasurer of District 6270 (Wisconsin, USA), in RI's 
LinkedIn discussion group. 

Richard Panyik, the regional Rotary Foundation coordinator for Zone 34, which covers the 
Caribbean and the U.S. states of Florida and Georgia, said district governors should 
encourage the use of the District Designated Fund. 

"The DDF is just sitting in [bank accounts], not doing the community any good," he said. 

Even though The Rotary Foundation's Matching Grant budget is fully committed for this 
year, clubs and districts can still fund projects to meet community needs using DDF. Use 
of the fund requires a Matching Grant application. But grant sponsors pledge cash and 
DDF contributions on the application in place of any award from the World Fund. 

Larry Levenson, a member of the Rotary E-club of the Southwest, Arizona, USA, said his 
club used DDF allocations to help fund a Matching Grant project with a club in Rajkot, 
India, to replace diesel water pumps with ones that run on wind power. In a LinkedIn discussion, Levenson explained 
how the pumps pull water from the sea; after the water evaporates, workers sell the sea salts as their sole source of 
income, at about US$2 a day. In the past, the workers had to spend half their income on fuel and repairs for the pumps. 

The Caribbean Partnership, which began in the 2006-07 Rotary year with the help of Past RI Director Milton Jones, is 
another example of clubs pooling DDF allocations for grant projects, in cooperation with Rotaract and Interact clubs. The 
partnership encompasses about 800 Caribbean and U.S. Rotary clubs from zones 33 and 34 that work together on 
humanitarian projects.  

Past District Governor J.V. Vlass, chair-elect of the partnership, said clubs from other parts of the world are welcome to 
join. To get the collaboration going, he talked about it every chance he got, he said. Rotarians quickly understood "we're 
all in the family of Rotary. We're in this together," he explained. 

Vlass said the partnership is a two-way street, with clubs in the Caribbean helping clubs in the United States and vice 
versa. 

Clubs and districts should contact their district governor about using their DDF to get involved in community projects. 

Giving to the Annual Programs Fund through Every Rotarian, Every Year, is the best way to expand the availability of 
Matching Grants in future years. 
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ROTARIANS FIND INNOVATIVE WAYS TO FUND PROJECTS 
By Antoinette Tuscano, RI News - 5 Feb 2010   

The Rotary Club of Antananarivo-Ainga, 
Madagascar, launched a project to supply fresh 

water for a village of 700, with support from 
Aquasure France, the Rotary Club of Saint-

Etienne Horizon, Loire, France, and The Rotary 
Foundation. The Matching Grant project 

included nearly US$4,000 in DDF from District 
1710 (France). Photo by Lova Ravoniarijaona  

MATCHING GRANT MAXIMUM AWARD INCREASED TO US$200,000 

At its January 2010 meeting, The Rotary Foundation Board of Trustees increased the maximum Matching Grant award 
from US$150,000 to $200,000, effective 1 July 2010. 

During 2009-10, Health, Hunger, and Humanity (3-H) Grants were phased out, one year earlier than initially anticipated 
under the Future Vision Plan, due to the decrease in available World Funds. 

In the absence of 3-H grants, increasing the maximum Matching Grant award allows clubs and districts to undertake 
larger projects than previously possible with Matching Grants. 

The Trustees hope that this change will give Rotarians around the world the ability to continue to pursue large-scale 
sustainable development projects through the Matching Grants program. Matching Grants materials are currently being 
updated to reflect the change and will be available soon at www.rotary.org. 

http://www.rotary.org/en/Contribute/Funds/SHARE/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/RunningADistrict/RegionalCoordinators%5bRRFCandRRIMC%5d/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/ServiceAndFellowship/FundAProject/HumanitarianGrants/Pages/MatchingGrants.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/GeneralInformation/RotaryZones/Pages/Rotaryzones.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Contribute/Funds/AnnualProgramsFund/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/


For over four decades, folklorist Dan Maraya Jos has stirred the hearts of Nigerians with songs 
on a range of social issues. 

He has written more than 1,000 songs and released 150 records, using his musical talent to 
promote Operation Feed the Nation, the Universal Primary Education program, and other 
national initiatives. 

In January, Dan Maraya was named Rotary's ambassador for polio eradication in Nigeria. "[He] 
no doubt has become a living legend with his lyrics and kind of music, which has gained 
acceptance amongst the low and mighty, in the towns, and even in the remotest rural areas," 
says Nigeria PolioPlus Committee Chair Busuyi Onabolu. 

A custodian of Hausa culture and tradition, Dan Maraya has also performed in several 
countries in Africa, Europe, and Latin America, as well as in the United States. His long list of 
awards includes Nigeria's Federal Republic Medal and the Order of the Niger. 

Dan Maraya has recorded three radio public service announcements (PSAs) in a regional 
version of Rotary International's " We Are This Close to Ending Polio" campaign.  The PSAs 
are aimed at listeners who speak the Hausa language. 

"President Yar'Adua is calling, the Sultan of Sokoto is calling, traditional and religious leaders 
are calling, and Rotary International is calling all families to take children under five years for polio immunization," he 
says in one of the PSAs. 

Such social mobilization efforts helped vaccination teams reach more than 40 million children during Nigeria's 
Immunization Plus Days, held from 30 January to 2 February. For the first time in Nigeria, the new bivalent oral polio 
vaccine was used to target the two types of wild poliovirus remaining in the country: types 1 and 3. 

Nigeria is one of four countries in the world (along with Afghanistan, India, and Pakistan) where polio remains endemic. 
In 2009, the incidence of polio in Nigeria dropped by more than 50 percent, compared with 2008. Only 13 cases have 
been reported since August. 

"What this means in very simple terms is that we are now reaching more children," says Onabolu. "And Rotary 
International, as catalyst for the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, is determined to support every effort at mobilizing the 
citizenry toward ensuring every child is immunized." 
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SCALING NEW HEIGHTS FOR POLIO  
By Dan Nixon, RI News - 18 Feb 2010   "You breathe and you breathe and you breathe. And then you take a step." 

Thatôs how Finbar OôSullivan, a member of the Rotary Club of Kelowna, British Columbia, 
Canada, describes climbing to the summit of 23,000-foot Mount Aconcagua in Argentina, the 
highest peak in the Western Hemisphere. "It was physically brutal -- probably one of the 
hardest things I think Iôve ever done." 

O'Sullivan, 56, was part of a team of seven climbers from Kelowna, including four Rotarians 
and a guide, who made the ascent in December, raising US$48,000 for Rotaryôs US$200 
Million Challenge. The feat was part of the Kelowna clubôs Peaks for Polio project to raise 
awareness of the disease and funds to help eradicate it. 

O'Sullivan came up with the idea for the project in 2007, after attending a Rotary club meeting 
as a guest. ñThe talk was on the PolioPlus program, my first lesson on the work Rotary does," 
says O'Sullivan, who has vivid memories of polio's effects on children he knew as a boy in 
England. "This was something I wanted to be part of. I wanted in." 

He joined the Kelowna club that year. In planning the project, the team decided on Laurie Skreslet as its guide. Skreslet 
had climbed Mount Aconcagua 27 times and became the first Canadian to scale Mount Everest in 1982. 

The project's goal is to make the climb an annual fundraiser until Rotary's challenge ends on 30 June 2012. The target is 
to have the next 20 participants each raise $50,000, for a combined total of $1 million. 

O'Sullivan described the last 1,000 feet of the ascent as "brutal," up a 45-degree incline full of ice and snow, buffeted by 
winds that felt "just like a chainsaw cutting through you." 

"Climbing this mountain was extremely difficult. But it is nothing compared with the difficulties faced by a child afflicted 
with polio," says team member and Kelowna Rotarian Gordon Savage. He invites Rotarians to learn more about the 
challenge and to assemble a team to climb a mountain closer to them as a fundraiser for polio. 

Contact the project organizers at peaksforpolio@gmail.com, or go to www.peaksforpolio.com to learn more. 

Rotarian Finbar O'Sullivan celebrates 

reaching the summit. Photos courtesy of 

Gordon Savage 

NIGERIA HITS NEW HIGH NOTES AGAINST POLIO  
By Dan Nixon, RI News - 16 Feb 2010   

Dan Maraya Jos plays the kuntigi, a 

one-string lute, while performing a song 

urging the immunization of children 

against polio. Photo courtesy of Busuyi 

http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/RunningAClub/InformingTheCommunity/Pages/HIMRadio.aspx
http://www.polioeradication.org/
mailto:peaksforpolio@gmail.com
http://www.peaksforpolio.com/

